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What if What if 

there wasthere was
Free Ice CreamFree Ice Cream

Upstairs?Upstairs?



Free Food! Free Food! -- 2 Kings 7:32 Kings 7:3--1616
““Now there were four leprous men at the Now there were four leprous men at the 
entrance of the gate; and they saidentrance of the gate; and they said……' the ' the 
famine famine isis in the cityin the city…… come, let us surrender to come, let us surrender to 
the army of the Syriansthe army of the Syrians…… and when they had and when they had 
come to the outcome to the out--skirts of the Syrian camp, to skirts of the Syrian camp, to 
their surprise no one their surprise no one waswas there. For the LORD there. For the LORD 
had caused the army of the Syrians to hear had caused the army of the Syrians to hear 
thethe…… noise of a great army; so theynoise of a great army; so they…… [had] [had] fled fled 
for their lives. And when these lepers came to for their lives. And when these lepers came to 
the outskirts of the camp, they went into one tent the outskirts of the camp, they went into one tent 
and ate and drankand ate and drank...... Then they said to one Then they said to one 
another, "We are not doing right. another, "We are not doing right. This day This day isis a a 
day of good newsday of good news, and we remain silent., and we remain silent.... Now . Now 
therefore, come, let us go and tell the king's therefore, come, let us go and tell the king's 
household." So they went and called to the household." So they went and called to the 
gatekeepers of the city, and told themgatekeepers of the city, and told them…… Then Then 
the people went out and plundered the tents of the people went out and plundered the tents of 
the Syrians. So a seah of fine flour was the Syrians. So a seah of fine flour was soldsold for for 
a shekel, and two seahs of barley for a shekel, a shekel, and two seahs of barley for a shekel, 
according to the word of the LORD.according to the word of the LORD.”” (NKJV)(NKJV)
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There IS free Eternal Life!There IS free Eternal Life!

• The Apostle John 
shows us how to 
share the Good 
News!

Illustration by Alan Perry



Introduction to JohnIntroduction to John’’s First Epistles First Epistle
AUTHOR:  Apostle John, youngest of Jesus' disciples, 

brother of James, pastor in Jerusalem and Ephesus. 
DATE: 80- 90 A.D.
TO: "the ones who believe in the Name of the Son of God" (5:13)
CONTEXT: Readers have been “forgiven” of sin, “know God,” and “have 

overcome the evil one” (2:12-14) - They "know the truth" (2:21). 
– BUT “antichrists … are trying to deceive you" (2:26), 

• Gnostics taught that Jesus was merely a being in a divine hierarchy
• and that there was such a dichotomy between flesh and spirit that 

one could know God in a mystical, spiritual sense and let his fleshly 
body do anything it wants.

MESSAGE: fresh reminder of an “old commandment” to “love one another”
and to believe that Jesus is God (2:7-8). 

GOAL: "that you may know that you have eternal life" (5:13) 
and "joy may be made complete" (1:4) 

Illustration by Alan Perry

Verse 1 Verse 1 –– The Subject: Jesus ChristThe Subject: Jesus Christ

ὃὃ ἦνἦν ἀπ᾿ἀπ᾿ ἀρχῆςἀρχῆς, , 

ὃὃ ἀκηκοἀκηκό́αμεναμεν, , 

ὃὃ ἑωραἑωρά́καμενκαμεν
τοις͂τοις͂ ὀφθαλμοις͂ὀφθαλμοις͂ ἡμῶνἡμῶν, , 

ὃὃ ἐθεασαἐθεασά́μεθαμεθα [[καικαὶ̀]]

αιαἱ̔ χεῖρεςχεῖρες ἡμῶνἡμῶν εψ̓ηλαεψ̓ηλά́φησανφησαν,,

περιπερὶ ̀ τοῦτοῦ λολό́γουγου τῆςτῆς ζωῆς·ζωῆς·

WhatWhat was from the beginning, was from the beginning, 

whatwhat we have heard, we have heard, 

whatwhat we have seen we have seen 

with our eyes, with our eyes, 

whatwhat we stared at [and] we stared at [and] 

whatwhat our hands handled, our hands handled, 

concerning the word of the life concerning the word of the life 

English Translation: Nate Wilson, Image Detail: Caravaggio’s The Incredulity of Thomas



Verse 1 Verse 1 –– The Subject: Jesus ChristThe Subject: Jesus Christ
• “Was being” – imperfect verb of being = ultimate existence 

(cf. v.2   )

• “from the beginning” – eternal God

• “heard…seen… touched/handled”
Perfect tense – past events with continuing results

• “Word of life” (doesn’t occur elsewhere in John)

– John 1:1ff in the beginning was the Word… and the word was God… in 
Him was life… and the word became flesh… and we beheld His glory…

– John 6:68 But Simon Peter answered Him, "Lord, to whom shall we 
go? You have the words of eternal life.” (Both Person & Message)

– John 5:24 "Most assuredly, I say to you, he who hears My word and 
believes in Him who sent Me has everlasting life, and shall not come 
into judgment, but has passed from death into life.

English Translation: NKJV

Verse 1 Verse 1 –– ““The Word of LifeThe Word of Life”” (other NT)(other NT)
John 1:1ff , 6:68, 5:24

Acts 5:20 "Go, stand in the temple and speak to the people all the words of this life.“

Philippians 2:15 “…children of God without fault in the midst of a crooked and perverse 
generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world, 16 holding fast the word of 
life, so that I may rejoice in the day of Christ that I have not run in vain or labored in vain.

Acts 13:46-49 "It was necessary that the word of God should be spoken to you [Jews in 
Antioch] first; but since you reject it, and judge yourselves unworthy of everlasting life, 
behold, we turn to the Gentiles. For so the Lord has commanded us: 'I have set you as a 
light to the gentiles, that you should be for salvation to the ends of the earth.'" Now when 
the Gentiles heard this, they were glad and glorified the word of the Lord. And as many 
as had been appointed to eternal life believed. And the word of the Lord was being 
spread throughout all the region. 

2 Tim. 1:8-10 …do not be ashamed of the testimony of our Lord… but share with me in the 
sufferings for the gospel according to the power of God who has saved us and called us 
with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according to His own purpose and 
grace which was given to us in Christ Jesus before time began,but has now been 
revealed by the appearing of our Savior Jesus Christ, who has abolished death and 
brought life and immortality to light through the gospel…

English Translation: NKJV



Verse 2 Verse 2 –– The VerbsThe Verbs

καὶ ἡ ζωὴ ἐφανερώθη, 

καὶ ἑωράκαμεν καὶ 
μαρτυροῦμεν καὶ 
ἀπαγγέλλομεν

ὑμῖν τὴν ζωὴν τὴν αιώ̓νιον, 

ἥτις ἦν πρὸς τὸν πατέρα

καὶ εφ̓ανερώθη ἡμιν͂·

& the & the LifeLife was manifestedwas manifested

and and wewe have seenhave seen and and 

are testifyingare testifying and and 

proclaimingproclaiming

to yto y’’all the eternal all the eternal LifeLife

which was with the Father which was with the Father 

and and was manifestedwas manifested to usto us----

English Translation: Nate Wilson, Illustration: Alan Perry

Verse 2 Verse 2 –– The VerbsThe Verbs
• The Life was 

manifested/revealed (not 
merely “appeared”)– Aorist 
tense verbs speak of real 
historical events resulting in 
John & apostles “seeing” etc.

• We are testifying/bearing 
witness/being martyrs and 
“bringing a message from 
Him” [and “writing” v.4]

Illustration by Alan Perry



V.3 The Results: a) FellowshipV.3 The Results: a) Fellowship

ὃὃ ἑωραἑωρά́καμενκαμεν καικαὶ ̀ ἀκηκοἀκηκό́αμεναμεν,,

ἀπαγγεἀπαγγέ́λλομενλλομεν ὑμῖνὑμῖν, , 

ἵναἵνα καικαὶ ̀ ὑμεῖςὑμεῖς

κοινωνικοινωνι ́́αναν ἔχητεἔχητε μεθ᾿μεθ᾿ ἡμων͂·ἡμων͂·

καικαὶ ̀ ἡἡ κοινωνικοινωνι ́́αα δεδὲ ̀ ἡἡ ἡμετεἡμετέ́ραρα

μεταμετὰ ̀ τοῦτοῦ πατροπατρὸ̀ςς καικαὶ ̀ 

μεταμετὰ ̀ τοῦτοῦ υιὁῦυιὁῦ αὐτοῦαὐτοῦ ᾿Ιησοῦ᾿Ιησοῦ ΧριστοῦΧριστοῦ..

What we have seen and heard, What we have seen and heard, 

we are proclaiming also to ywe are proclaiming also to y’’all, all, 

that you also that you also 

may be having may be having fellowshipfellowship with us.with us.

Moreover the Moreover the fellowshipfellowship which is ours iswhich is ours is

with the Father and with the Father and 

with His Son, Jesus Christ. with His Son, Jesus Christ. 

English Translation: Nate Wilson, Image Detail: Morgan Weistling’s The Invitation

V.3 The Results: a) FellowshipV.3 The Results: a) Fellowship
1 Cor. 1:91 Cor. 1:9 God is faithful, through God is faithful, through 

whom you were called into whom you were called into 
fellowshipfellowship with His Son, Jesus with His Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord.Christ our Lord.

1 Cor. 10:161 Cor. 10:16--1717 ……The bread which The bread which 
we break, is it not a we break, is it not a partnershippartnership of of 
the body of Christ, since there is the body of Christ, since there is 
one loaf?one loaf?

Phil. 3:8Phil. 3:8--1111 I count all things lossI count all things loss……
that I may know Himthat I may know Him…… and the and the 
fellowshipfellowship of His sufferings, being of His sufferings, being 
conformed to His deathconformed to His death…… that I that I 
may attain to the resurrection...may attain to the resurrection...

2 Cor2 Cor.. 8:48:4--55 ……participationparticipation in the in the 
support of the saintssupport of the saints…… theythey gavegave......

Acts 2:42Acts 2:42 They were continually deThey were continually de--
voting themselves to the apostles' voting themselves to the apostles' 
teaching and to teaching and to fellowshipfellowship, to the , to the 
breaking of bread and to prayer.breaking of bread and to prayer.

•• KoinoneaKoinonea = reciprocal sharing!= reciprocal sharing!
–– With With ““usus”” = apostles= apostles
–– With God the FatherWith God the Father
–– With God the SonWith God the Son
–– With God the Spirit (3:24)With God the Spirit (3:24)

1 John 1:71 John 1:7 But if we walk in the light as He is But if we walk in the light as He is 
in the light, we have in the light, we have fellowshipfellowship with one with one 
another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His 
Son cleanses us from all sin.Son cleanses us from all sin.

1John 2:241John 2:24 ““if what you heard remains in if what you heard remains in 
you, then you remain in the Son and in the you, then you remain in the Son and in the 
FatherFather””

Galatians 2:9Galatians 2:9 James, James, CephasCephas, and John, and John……
gave me and Barnabas the right hand of gave me and Barnabas the right hand of 
partnershippartnership, that we should [preach] to the , that we should [preach] to the 
Gentiles and they to the circumcised.Gentiles and they to the circumcised.

English Translation: NKJV



V.4 The Results:  b) JoyV.4 The Results:  b) Joy
καικαὶ ̀ ταυτ͂αταυτ͂α γραγρά́φομενφομεν [[υμ̔ῖνυμ̔ῖν]], , 

ἵναἵνα ἡἡ χαραχαρὰ ̀ ἡμῶνἡμῶν//υμ̔ῶνυμ̔ῶν ᾖᾖ πεπληρωμεπεπληρωμέ́νηνη..
And we are writing these things [to yAnd we are writing these things [to y’’all] all] 

so thatso that ((y)oury)our joy may be completed. (NAW)joy may be completed. (NAW)

•• Full/complete: Perfect Full/complete: Perfect paraphrasticparaphrastic = definite beginning = definite beginning 
with results continuing into presentwith results continuing into present

• [Y]our joy (NKJV)
John 15:11 "These things I have spoken to you so that My joy may be in 

you, and that your joy may be made full.”
John 16:24 “Until now you have asked nothing in My name. Ask, and you will 

receive, that your joy may be full.”
2 John 1:12 Though I have many things to write to you, I do not want to do 

so with paper and ink; but I hope to come to you and speak face to face, so 
that our* joy may be made full.

Philippians 2:2 fulfill my joy by being like-minded, having the same love, 
being of one accord, of one mind.

* NASB has “your” because of textual variants. 
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The Cycle Continues: Share the Joy!

• What has God revealed to you about Jesus 
and eternal life?

• How can you “bear witness to” and “message 
out” what God has done to bring life to you?

• In what ways can you anticipate the joy and 
fellowship of others entering into eternal life?

Image: Hemera Photo Objects


