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- Sermon:
4.John 2:26-28 g

SPIIL the Word, & the Righteousn

Keep you from Straylng




/REVIEW: The profile of a Christian vs. a Fake i\.

1 JOHN 2 CHRISTIAN PROFILE ANTICHRIST PROFILE

+ Know it's the last hour (Jesus is Christ) Doesn’t see ascendency of Jesus
+ Holy Spirit is teaching you truth Is a liar

+ Given the promise of eternal life Threatened with eternal death

+ See Jesus as source of righteousness Sees man as source of right

+ Born of God Sits under the Devil

+ Practices God'’s righteousness Practices sin

+ Remains with Christ’s church Leaves the church

+ Holds fast the original Gospel Leads others astray

+ Confesses Jesus as Son of God Denies Jesus is God or Messiah
&Has relationship w/ the Son & the Father  Does not have God’s Fathershiy
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Last Sunday we looked at the profile that John paints in chapter 2 of his first epistle of
the kind of person he calls “antichrist” — these antichrists have been in and out of the
church ever since it began, and we still have them today.

My application to that sermon was basically to identify yourself and other people using
this profile from holy scripture and act according to who you are and who they are.

Now in this sermon, [ want to move on to the action point that the Apostle John himself
gives us. There is only one command in chapter two, and he issues it four times in
vs.24, 27, and 28. That’s what I want to center on today, but before we do that, I want
to spend a moment clarifying the problem which is being addressed:



/Problem: Being Led Astray

+ V.26 These things | write to you concerning
the ones who are [trying to]

« TTAQVWVTWV
- seducekV

- deceiveCeneva
- lead astrayNlV

YOU

*] heard a knock at my door one evening around Christmastime, just after I had gathered
my family for devotions. Two well-dressed gentlemen greeted me politely and then said,
“Did you know that Jesus never claimed to be God?” Their name tags read, “Church of
Jesus Chrlst of Latter Day Saints.” I didn’t respond so well. I got so angry, T said
something like, “You just interupted me as I was trying to lead my family in worshipping
Jesus as God, and I resent you telling people that Jesus isn’t God!” They may have not
realized what they were doing, but they were leading gullible Christians astray.

*One of my best friends in college wrote me one day, saying that he could not be a
Christian any more because his PhD studies in philosophy had disproved Christianity. He
said he wouldn’t explain it to me because he didn’t want to ruin my faith.

] remember when Franky Schaeffer, whose Christian movies I loved, and whose father
was influential in forming my Christian worldview renounced the evangelical faith and
went Eastern Orthodox, and, if I remember correctly, later renounced Christian faith
altogether.

*Another one of my friends from college who had been involved in the World Christian
Fellowship wrote me a while back to say that he had pulled his membership from his
church and had become a follower of Harold Camping, who said that all churches except
for his were apostate and that Jesus was coming back in September of 2004 or some such
date long past. How do good Christians get caught up in these kinds of things?

*Y’all are in the cross-hairs. Ever since the Garden of Eden, Satan has been trying to lead
us away from a right relationship with God and from our greatest happiness.

*Then, of course, there are all those missionaries I knew who committed adultery,
misappropriated ministry funds, abused their children, or simply tanked into deep
depression and had to leave the ministry. History is littered with trainwrecks of people’s
lives who gave up the faith.

*Are we any better? Is there anything we can do to keep from shipwreck of our faith?
John recommends 3 powerful means to keep us on track: Spirit, Word, Righteousness



@) The Holy Spirit (v.20)

+ ¥piopa = Anointing/unction — root of “Christ.”
Represents influence of the Holy Spirit.

+ V.27 And the anointing which you yourselves received from Him
remains in you, and you have no need for someone to be teaching
you. But as His anointing is teaching you concerning everything--
and it is true; it is not a lie--just as it taught you, remain in Him.

+ John 14:26 NKJV "But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will
send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your
remembrance all things that | said to you.”

- “The first teaching contained implicitly all that is slowly brought to light
at later times... The Spirit...is ever bringing something more of the
infinite meaning of [Christ's] person & work in connection with ...
thought & observation” ~Westcott

- You already know enough to identify false teaching. ~Gordon Clark
\ - Don’t blindly believe everything preachers preach and write in books. J

Use your Spirit-directed discernment! ~John Cotton

#1 the HS. What does it mean that the anointing teaches us about everything?

*Does it mean that I should stop preaching because you don’t need anyone besides the
Holy Spirit teaching you? No. As I noted in my last sermon, John is addressing an
audience in the ditch on one side of the road — the ditch of uncertamty so this 1s an
encouragement that they should take confidence as God’s people with the truth and not
be sidelined by the new and different doctrines of the antichrists. This was not intended
to send people into the ditch on the other side of the road of overconfidence and isolation.
Isolation is one of the most common strategies of Satan to derail Christians. If John were
writing to the antichrists — which he clearly was not, because they are referenced in 3™
person (“they”) as opposed to the 24 person (“y ’all”) that he is writing to, he would have
probably told them that they needed instruction (or else written them off as “enemies of
all righteousness™ as he did to Elymas!) .

*It's possible that the phrase "just as it taught you, you abide in Him" is an explanation of
"everything® -- everything is taken care of if you'll just abide in Christ. Westcott wrote
along similar lines in his classic commentary on 1 John, "The first teaching contained
implicitly all that is slowly brought to light at later times... The Spirit...is ever bringing
something more of the infinite meaning of [Christ's] person & work in connection with

.. thought & observation.”

*Gordon Clark connected it rather with the identification of antichrists--they do not need
any further teaching to recognize the heresy of the Gnostics, the point being - not that
they don't need teaching but - that they know enough to tell the difference between the
true apostolic teaching and the lies of antichrists.

John Cotton, had yet another perspective, emphasizing the supremacy of individual
conscience over human teachings. In his context of the Reformation of the traditions of
the Roman Catholic church in the 1500's, the reassurance of the value of one's own spirit-
anointed conscience was very important, especially when it differed from the
authoritarian, yet human, teachings of Rome. Cotton went on to say that we shouldn't
implicitly accept the teachings of preachers or books we read, but should test them all
with our anointing. This is because the anointing is "true and not a lie.“ Popular books
and speakers might not be true.



/#2) The Word (v.26) i\l\

1. John “wrote,” so, reading 1 John (and the rest of Scripture) is
intended to keep you from going astray.

2. Remaining in a personal relationship with God, allowing yourself
to be “taught” by the direct influence on your heart and mind of the

Holy Spirit’s “anointing,” (v.27) also keeps you from going astray.

Ecclesiastes 7:18 “It is good
that you grasp one thing
and also not let go of the -
other; for the one who fears|

of them.” (NASB)

N

#2 The Word: John is writing this letter in order to help the believers remain in Christ
and not be deceived by the false teachers/ antichrists they are encountering.

*The writing and reading of the epistle of 1 John is one of the means which John
recommends by which to abide in Christ and avoid anti-Christ; the first being the unction
/anointing of the Holy Spirit. Both the Scriptures and the Holy Spirit are important —
spiritual impressions must be confirmed by the Bible, for we cannot abandon what John
wrote.

*The Bible as the vehicle of God’s objective revelation of truth.

*An emphasis on Scripture apart from the Spirits tends to lead people toward
formalized religious practices, rules and regulations, and theological nitpicking
and away from warm personal relationships with family and fellow-Christians, and
away from heartfelt love for God, and causes people to miss new things God is
doing.

*An emphasis upon the Spirit apart from the Scriptures tents to lead people
towards an erratic course with lots of mistakes, towards an anything-goes,
permissive lifestyle, and toward spiritual pride and unteachableness and away from
accountability.

*History is littered with Christian movements pushing in one or the other of those
directions to correct for the churches’ imbalance one way or the other. Healthy
Christianity values both the Spirit and the Word. As the wise old preacher of
Ecclesiastes said, “It is good to grasp the one and also not let go of the other, for
the one who fears God comes forth with both of them!” (Eccl. , NASB)



628 Back to the Command - with an incentive! i\.

28) And now, dear child-
ren, stay in Him so that
whenever He is revealed
[appears], we may have
an open conversation
[confidence] and not be
embarrassed by [ashamed
before/shrink from] Him

in His presence

Gt His coming].”

»  Since this is a command, there is obviously work on our part to keep abiding in that
relationship with Christ. Filling up on the Bible’s words and the Spirit’s person is
how we do it, as we saw in the last two verses. We must discipline our minds to turn
from sin and pursue obedience to God's word; we must discipline ourselves to
meditate on God's word and pray rather than following natural thought patterns. We
must speak openly of our faith too. We should live such lives that when Christ
comes, we will be confident about our relationship with Him, looking forward to His
coming, knowing that there is nothing that might upset Him that we’re still hiding.

The Greek words containing John's visualization of what might happen at the Second
coming are very interesting: The two scenarios are:

1. we might have parresian (literally “alongside rhetoric") - "boldness in speech,
freedom in speaking, openness... frankness..." (Pershbacher), The NIV, NAV, and
KJV all use the word "confidence," but I tried to convey the strong association of the
Greek word with speech, rendering "open conversation."

2. The scenario of "open, unreserved utterance" is contrasted with the scenario of
"separation." The wording is literally "ashamed from of Him" or "away from." |
chose the phrase "embarrassed by Him."

Which will it be when Christ comes and we stand in His presence and He publicly calls
us to account for every deed we've done--good or bad. Will you be confident in your
relationship with Christ or will you be shamed? If we are abiding in Christ, we'll be
able to be confident and enjoy talking with Him! How awesome that will be!!



@’» Trust in & practice Jesus’ Righteous

V.29a “If you know (etdnte) that He is righteous...”
- Christ (not you) is the starting point & definer of right.
- Christ (not you) is intrinsically and naturally righteous.
V.29b “... you should also be aware (ywookete) that everyone who does
what |s right has been born out of Him.”
« Only by being born out of Him do you become righteous.
+ Only those born out of Him are able to do what is right.

N J

A 374 way to remain in Christ: Trust in & practice His Righteousness.

*If we abide in Christ and practice righteousness, we will be ready to meet Him
"whenever He is revealed."

*This is not self-confidence but a confidence and a righteousness BASED ON CHRIST'S
RIGHTEOUSENESS. Righteousness is the result of being born of God; it does not come
naturally!

*This is probably another refutation of the Gnostic heresy which said that as long as your
Spirit is pure, it doesn't matter what sin your body does. The Gnostic teaching is refuted
here as John points out that Christ was righteous and that His children will be also
marked by "justice/fairness/virtue//righteousness".

«John uses two words for "know" in this verse. The first word, having to do with the

knowledge of Christ's righteousness is a revealed or absolute knowledge whereas the
second word, having to do with knowing righteous people as being born of God, is a
relationship-oriented or experiential knowledge (Westcott 82, Zeller).

*That second word for "know" can be translated in the indicative or the imperative mood-
-as a statement or a command. I agree with Westcott (82) that it makes a lot of sense as a
command. Taken in this way, it drives home the point of the previous verse that we
should live a life we won't be ashamed of when Christ comes. "You should know that
everyone who does what is right has been born out of Him."

*That picture of being born/begotten/given birth" (Pershbacher) by God is arresting.
Having seen several births, the little word "out" in the Greek text (omitted in most
English texts) makes it all the more graphic in my mind. I've seen babies coming out of
the birth canal, and it is an awesome thing. No wonder John breaks into an exclamation
in the next verse! Our being has been formed by God, and everything about the believer
is uniquely His and bears His likeness. We are in an incredible relationship with God
Himself!



ﬁ?’ Trust in & practice Jesus’ RightepliS

V.29a “If you know (etdnte) that He is righteous...”
- Christ (not you) is the starting point & definer of right.
- Christ (not you) is intrinsically and naturally righteous.
V.29b “... you should also be aware (ywwokete) that everyone who does
what |s right has been born out of Him.”
« Only by being born out of Him do you become righteous.
+ Only those born out of Him are able to do what is right.
+ What can we do with this?
+ “The beginning of our righteousness is the confession of sins. Thou hast
begun not to defend thy sin; now hast thou made a beginning of
righteousness.” ~Augustine
- Don’t get led astray by manmade righteousness games.
- Depend on Jesus (not yourself) to make you righteous. The more sure
you are of His righteousness, the more sure you can be that He will
make you right.
+ Notice who does and does not practice righteousness, and treat them
accordingly either as beloved Christian brothers/sisters or as precious
souls which God might use you to save.

How do you get that righteousness?

*““The beginning of our righteousness is the confession of sins. Thou
hast begun not to defend thy sin; now hast thou made a beginning of
righteousness.” ~Augustine

*That involves recognizing that you are not good enough to hold the
standard of right and wrong but Jesus is.

*That involves recognizing that you have broken Jesus’ standards of
right and wrong recorded in the Bible and pointed out by His Spirit,
so you acknowledge your sin and look to Jesus instead of yourself as
the source of your righteousness.

It involves believing that Jesus paid the price that justice required
for your sins when He died on the cross, and that He has given you
His righteousness and made you a new person.

oIt involves following Jesus’ leadership and doing what He
commanded. That is doing what is right.

*And, as John points out here in his first epistle, it involves
recognizing and loving the other Christians who are doing the same
thing, and it involves resisting the influence of false teachers who are
trying to lead you into a different system of religion apart from the
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6onclusion

+ Problem: Being led astray/wandering

+ Solution: Remain in Christ
+ By learning from the Holy Spirit
- By devoting yourself to the scriptures
- By trusting in & practicing Jesus’ righteousness

\_




/1 John 2:18-29

18 Hulﬁw scxu‘(n mpu EG‘L’[ Kol Kaemg nKol)o'(rrs ot [oTMA] uv‘uxpwrog Epyetar, Kat
VIV GVTIPIGTOL TOAAOL YEYOVAGY" BOEY YIVOOKOPEY GTL £670TN (BpoL €0TIV.

2:18 [Dear™!V] Little children, it is a last hour [time™/V], and just as you heard that an antichrist is coming, so now
antichrists have come into existence [are there®'V/appeared™*5], by which we know that it is a last hour.

19 €€ Musv €€1jA0ov, dAL" ovk foav €& Nuev: By yo:zp Tioav €€ MUGV, HENEVI-KEWTOY BV
ped’ Nuav oL’ va pavepm-0woty 8Tt ovk glot TaVTEG €6 NGV,

2:19 They came out of us, but they were not out of us; for if they were out of [belonged toNV] us, they would have remained
[contin-ued™ V] with us; but [this happened] in order that they might be exposed [manifest/shown/plain], because [that"N*] they
are not all out of us.

20 ko VRERS gpiopa EXETE 010 TOU 0iylov, Kal oidute movTors,

2:20 Yet you yourselves have an anointing [unction®'V] from the Holy One, and you know all [the truthN'V].

21 ok Eypaye vuiv 6Tt ovk oidate TV oAndeiav, AL Gt oldate avThV, Kot 511 ToivC
Wevdog £k TG aAn0gtag ovk EoTL.

2:21 I do not write to you because you DON'T know the truth, but because you DO know it, and because every lie is not out of the
truth.

22 Tig €0TIv 6 YeuoTG, &1 pn O tipvoupevog 6t Incous ovk oty 6 Xpiotog; 0dtog
£GTIV O OVTYPLOTOG, O CPVOVLEVOG TOV TATEPO. KL TOV VIOV.

2:22 Who is the liar, if not the one who is making the declamation that Jesus is not the Christ? [denies that Jesus is""U] This man
is the antichrist--the one who is denying the Father and the Son.

23 G O GiPVOVHEVOS TOV VIOV OUSE [TOV TATEPQ EXEL O OMOAOY®V ToV Viov Kkar™] Tov
motepa EYEL.

2:23 All who are denying the Son also don't have the Father [the one who confesses/acknowledges®'V the Son has the Father also.]

24 veig [odv™] b 1jkovoaTe o dpyITG, £V VRV HEVET®. £av €V VRV petvn 8 ot dpyig
NKOVGATE, KoL VHELS EV T6) VIE, KA EV TE), TATPL PEVETTE.

2:24 [Therefore] what you yourselves heard from the beginning, keep [let abide®™V/remain™V] in you. If what you heard from the
beginning stays in you, you will also remain [continue®/V/abideN*%] in the Son and in the Father.

25 kot oy €oTv 1) Enaryyehda fiv avtog Emyyethato N, Ty Lony ™y aloviov.

2:25 And this is the promise which He Himself declared [promised®'V/made] to us: the life eternal.

26 Tauto Eyponyo. VUV TEPL TGV TAAVOVTOY UGG,

2:26 These things I write to you concerning the ones who [seduce™'V/deceive] are leading you astray.

27 kot vpeig 10 xpusua 1o quBsts o’ oTOV EV VPV uEVSl Kot ov' xpswv Eete fvamig
Stﬁamcn VoG 0AL wigB w0 unro[u“’“”“’] piopa BIBUKEL VGG TEPL TAVIOV, Kal
0AN0EG £6TL Ka 0UK EOTL WETB0G, Kot Kabog ER150EEY VoG, peverte™ gv ot

2:27 And the anointing which you yourselves received from Him remains in you, and you have no need for someone to be
teaching you. But as His anointing is teaching you concerning everything--and it is true [realN'V], indeed it is not a lie
[counterfeit"V]—and, just as it taught you, you remain in Him.

28 Kal VUV, Tekvia, HEVETE &V avta, tva dtav™ gavepodi Exopev ™K appnotav kat pm
AGYVVOGLEY 0T QVTOV £V TI] TAPOVGLY, OVTOV.

2:28 And now, dear [little] children, stay [abide’V/continue™'V] in Him, so that whenever He is revealed [appears™™©], we may
have an open conversation [confidence™ %] and not be embarrassed by [ashamed before™V/shrink from™*5] Him in His presence
[at His coming®NG],

\

29 gav eid1ite 611 SlkoU0g £6T1, YVOOKETE 3Tt [KatANC] G 6 TOWsv TV Stkeocvvy €&

\'{m)” ysyévmrm

2:29 If you know that He is righteous, you should also be aware [know'V/be sure"5V] that everyone who does what is right
[practices righteousness] has been born out of Him.




