
Sermon -1 John 4:1-6
Judge the Spirits

John opens his epistle with a message: “What we have seen & heard & touched 
concerning the word of live we proclaim to you”

But John’s is not the only message out there, so how do we sort throug hall the 
competing messages?



What is a Spirit?
 The topic of this passage is Spirits: 3:24b …by this we know that He is remaining 

in us, through the Spirit which He gave to us. 4:1 Loved ones, do not believe in 
every spirit, but rather, judge the spirits whether they are out of God, because many 
false prophets have come out into the world. 2 By this y’all know the Spirit of God: 
every spirit which agrees that Jesus Christ has come in a physical body is out of 
God, 3 and every spirit which does not agree with Jesus Christ is not out of God, 
and this is the [spirit] of the antichrist… in the world already. 4 YOU are out of 
God, little children, and you have conquered them, because the One in you is greater 
than the one in the world. 5 THEY are out of the world; on account of this, they are 
speaking out of the world and the world is listening to them. 6 WE are out of God; 
the one who knows God is listening to us; the one who is not out of God is not 
listening to us. Out of this we know the Spirit of Truth and the spirit of error.

 Possible definitions:
1. Personal being from the spirit world
2. The non-material soul of a human being
3. An attitude or belief-system held by persons

John picks up on the angle of spirits from 3:24, noting an opposite to the spirit 
we received: the antichrist and the false prophets. The word "spirit" can be 
taken multiple ways: one being the reality of God and angels, Satan, and evil 
spirits, the second being a human mindset or the non-material soul which 
sustains that mindset. I'm not sure a distinction has to be made here. The Holy 
Spirit as well as unclean spirits influence the spirits of men with characteristic 
ways of thinking, so the different meanings for “spirit” are not unrelated. As 
John Cotton ways, "Every good or evil inclination is called a spirit... it always 
comes from some spirit... of the world, of the devil, and of God" (410).



Introduction – False Messages Today

GOOGLE NEWS: Religion
 “Independent Network Charismatic”

or “INC” Christianity

 “Rastafarian pot farm shootout 
sparks religious-use debate”

 “The Political Theology Of
Trumpian Evangelicalism”

 “‘Say no to meat’ is the Apolitical Message 
from Experts” (from India, anyway)

Here’s a sampling of the top religious news according to Google for last week:

#1 story: Christianity Today article for August 2017 on “Independent Network 
Charismatic” or “INC” Christianity. “…one of the fastest-growing faith groups in 
the United States. Apostles like Bill Johnson, Mike Bickle, Cindy Jacobs, Chuck 
Pierce, and Ché Ahn claim millions of followers… Many of these apostles run 
megachurches, including Bethel Church in Redding California… and the 
International House of Prayer (IHOP) in Kansas City. But their real power lies in 
their innovative approach to selling faith. They’ve combined multi-level marketing, 
Pentecostal signs and wonders, and post-millennial optimism to connect directly 
with millions of spiritual customers. That allows them to reap millions in donations, 
conference fees, and book and DVD sales. And because these INC apostles claim to 
get direction straight from God, they operate with almost no oversight.”

#2 story: “Rastafarian pot farm shootout sparks religious-use debate”

#9 Story: The Political Theology Of Trumpian Evangelicalism from Huffington Post
(a theology supposedly held by Evangelicals in which “God sides with the 
Powerful” and “The End Justifies the Means”)

#Also in the top 10 stories: “‘Say no to meat’ is the apolitical message from experts,”
says India.com.



Introduction – The Problem

 “As a culture moves from orality to writing to printing to televising, its 
ideas of truth move with it.” (p.24) 

 “Television's way of knowing is uncompromisingly hostile to typo-
graphy's way of knowing. Television's conversations promote inco-
herence and triviality. Television speaks in only one persistent voice—
the voice of entertainment. Television, in other words, is transforming 
our culture into one vast arena for show business.” (p. 80)

 “Thinking does not play well on TV.  There’s not much to see in it.  
TV always aims for applause, not reflection. TV must suppress content 
to accommodate visual interest.  TV sets the format for all discourse.  
Americans exchange images, not ideas, argue with good looks and 
celebrities, not propositions.” (pp. 90-93)

 “Americans are the best-entertained and least-informed people in the 
West!” (106)

In my formative years in the 1980’s, Neil Postman warned in his book Amusing 
Ourselves to Death

• "As a culture moves from orality to writing to printing to televising, its ideas of truth 
move with it." (24) 

• Television's way of knowing is uncompromisingly hostile to typography's way of 
knowing.  Television's conversations promote incoherence and triviality.  Television 
speaks in only one persistent voice--the voice of entertainment.  "Television, in 
other words, is transforming our culture into one vast arena for show business." (80)

• “Thinking does not play well on TV.” There’s not much to see in it.  TV always 
aims for applause, not reflection.  TV must suppress content to accommodate visual 
interest.  TV sets the format for all discourse.  Americans exchange images, not 
ideas, argue with good looks and celebrities, not propositions. (90-93)

• Americans are the best entertained and least informed people in the West! (106)



Introduction – The Problem

 "There are two ways by which the spirit of a culture may be shriveled.  
In the first--the Orwellian--culture becomes a prison.  In the second--the 
Huxleyan--culture becomes a burlesque."  "What Huxley teaches is that 
in the age of advanced technology, spiritual devastation is more likely to 
come from an enemy with a smiling face than from one whose 
countenance exudes suspicion and hate.  In the Huyxleyan prophecy, 
Big Brother does not watch us, by his choice.  We watch him, by ours."  
"When…cultural life is redefined as a perpetual round of 
entertainments, when serious public conversation becomes a form of 
baby-talk, when, in short, a people become an audience and their public 
business a vaudeville act, then a nation finds itself at risk; culture-death 
is a clear possibility." (pp. 155-56) ~Neil Postman

 “…for a minute, I thought I never was.” ~Sam Kajinski

•Postman continued: "There are two ways by which the spirit of a culture may be …
• In the poignant 1990 film entitled Avalon, veteran Hollywood producer Barry Levinson 
clearly attributes the breakdown of the American family to the development of video 
entertainment. In one of the most poignant scenes at the end of the movie, the main 
character reflects back on his life. “I went to see the house on Avalon. It was gone – not 
just the house but the whole neighborhood…. The grocery store where we used to shop. 
Gone, all gone. I went to see where we used to live on Poplar street. It isn’t there. Not 
even the street. It isn’t there. It isn’t there. And then I went to see the nightclub I used to 
run. And thank God, it was there. Because for a minute, I thought I never was.” In the 
movie, Sam Kajinski’s home, as well as his precious family culture did not endure. The 
one thing that endured was popular entertainment.



Introduction – The Problem

 Everyone will have their words to say... They’re gonna hit you from all 
sides; better make up you mind who to – who not to – listen to.” ~Amy 
Grant, “Who to Listen To”

 How much do I learn from people in a box? … Did Jesus ever endorse 
mediocrity while we consume hours of programmed philosophy? Will
we ever learn ‘off’ is as easy to turn as ‘on’?...” ~Farrell & Farrell, 
“People in a Box”

 Every piece of entertainment contains ideas. 
Ideas have CONSEQUENCES.

 Proclaim a lie loud enough and often enough and people will believe it.
 The solution is not to destroy your screen but, “casting down arguments 

and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, 
bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ” (2 Cor
10:5, NKJV)

The 80’s Christian radio stars I listened to even picked up on these themes:
• On Amy Grant’s blockbuster album Unguarded, she sang, “Don’t take a ride from a stranger, no 

way to tell where they go… How can you learn what is true and just? How to know who to trust? 
Here comes a man with a scam to sell – how can you tell? Everyone will have their words to say, 
...They’re gonna hit you from all sides; better make up you mind who to – who not to – listen to.”

• And the briefly-popular new-wave band, Farrell & Farrell sang, “… How much do I learn from 
people in a box? They seem so worldly and so welcome to the eye… And they told me what to 
wear, how to smell, and do my hair, and how to charge the new car I’d be buying. I just sat and 
soaked it in, all these people are my friends!? It never dawned on us that they could all be lying 
…Are these sultans of video activity truly the masters of my destiny? Was I made in the image of 
Trinitron? Did Jesus ever endorse mediocrity while we consume hours of programmed 
philosophy? Will we ever learn ‘off’ is as easy to turn as ‘on’?...”

• I can’t roll out the latest pop phenomena, but jumping from boxy TV’s to pocket LCD screens has 
not improved things; it has made video-watching more socially-isolating due to screen size.
• Every video, every song, every show, every game, every media has a spirit behind it which promotes 
ideas. And, ideas have consequences. They result in a family broken down or a family built up. They 
result in a socialistic economy or a capitalistic economy. They result in totalitarianism or liberty, 
isolation or community. They result in faith in Jesus broken down or built up. They result in an 
eternity in the lake of fire, or an eternity of pleasures at God’s right hand. That’s why it is so important 
to capture and evaluate the ideas coming into your head.
•I am not saying that media is essentially bad and that you have to burn your iphones; what I’m saying 
is that you must bring entertainment under the sovereignty of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
•Hitler’s Public Relations team understood well that if you proclaim a lie loud enough & often enough 
people will eventually believe it. And you, no doubt, have already been taken in by the lies of some 
people who follow this same tactic. You will be hoodwinked financially, politically, and spiritually, if 
you do not guard the door of your mind and evaluate what is coming in to it.
•I was startled a few years ago when I watched the movie, Timechanger, where a man from the 1900’s 
is shocked and scandalized by hearing someone in a movie take the name of the Lord in vain; he 
demands that the theater stop the movie. It woke me up to the fact that I had become so accustomed to 
hearing the third commandment violated that I was no longer sensitive to it. I had become like the frog 
in the pot which doesn’t notice the water slowly getting so hot it is deadly.
WHAT CAN WE DO ABOUT IT?



The Command
4:1 Loved ones, do not believe (πιστευετε) in every spirit, but rather, 

judge (δοκιμαζετε) the spirits whether they are out of God, 
because many false prophets have come out into the world.

 δοκιμαζετε = Judge, prove, test, try, examine, scrutinize, discern, 
evaluate (used with metallurgy)

 Addressed to all Christians, not just pastors.
 Reason: “many false prophets… in the world” (=antichrists 2:18ff)(=antichrists 2:18ff)
 John gives objective criteria for judging:

1. Their confession--WHAT they teach (v.2-3)
2. Their audience--WHO they teach (v.5-6), and 
3. Their actions--Do they love? (v.7 and Chapter 3).

• We are to "prove/ test/try/ examine/ scrutinize/ judge/ discern" (Pershbacher) “evaluate”
(Clark) the spirits.  Thayer expanded on the word, explaining that it was often used in the 
context of testing metals to see if they were genuine. 

• God commands us to judge; this is the key word for the whole passage of v.1-6. Christians 
are to be a discerning people, noticing what is of God and to be embraced (love - v.7) and 
noticing what is not of God and rejecting it (false teachers). 

• Notice that this command is not just addressed to the church leaders. We must not simply 
rest upon the judgement of a respected preacher; WE must also judge (Clark). Moreover, 
judgement must be done with the mind by objective criteria. "This should instruct the 
people of God to search the scriptures daily so that they may be better able to try the spirits 
of their ministers. Labour also to try your own heart" (Cotton).

• John gives a reason to be diligent in testing spirits to determine their origin: because there 
are "many false prophets." The O.T. stories tell us of several occasions where MANY false 
prophets were pitted against ONE true prophet, (The song before the sermon told the story 
of Elijah facing off against 451 prophets of Baal on Mt. Carmel – 1 Kings 18) and things 
are still the same today. It takes discernment to clear through the din of the voices of all the 
false prophets who are teaching lies. 

• There is a definite link between the "false prophets" and the "antichrist;" a comparison with 
2:18-19 and 4:3 shows that both parties "have gone out" and are "in the world." The devil 
has left his place in heaven to roam the earth, and likewise, the false prophet has left the 
church, to work in the world. The Perfect tense of the verb "have gone out" indicates they 
were still at work. "These spirits are men, preachers, religious leaders of whatever sort, 
who teach error" (Clark 123). We are to evaluate their messages.

We are given three criteria by which to judge these spirits/teachers:
1. Their confession--WHAT they teach (v.2-3)
2. Their audience--WHO they teach (v.5-6), and 
3. Their love (v.7 and Chapter 3).



1. The Confessional Test
4:2 By this y’all know the Spirit of God: every spirit which agrees that Jesus

Christ has come (εληλυθοτα) in a physical body (εν σαρκι) is out of God (εκ
του θεου), 3 and every spirit which does not agree with Jesus Christ [having 
come in a physical-body] is not out of God, and this is the [spirit] of the anti-
christ, which you have heard that it is coming, and now it is in the world 
already.

 Do they believe that Jesus is the Christ
(Ultimate connection to God and ultimate leader?)

 Do they agree verbally that Jesus is fully 
God and fully man (“in” - not “into” - flesh)?

 Do they believe in the continuing effect 
of Christ’s first coming (Perfect tense)

 Does their walk match their talk? 
Do they love?

 Are they silent on the topic of Jesus Christ? 
There is no middle ground!

•The spirit that checks out on all these fronts is “out of God.” Throughout this passage, 
John uses the phrase literally translated "out of God," which means the Spirit was part 
of God, came out of Him and into us, or perhaps in reference to children of God, the 
verb "born" is understood from the full phrase "born out of God" in 2:29 and 4:7. The 
spirit that does not confess Christ did not come from out of God; it came from another 
source.

•The parallel structures of verses 2 and 3, make the full confession "Jesus Christ having 
come in the flesh" the obvious expansion of the one-word "Jesus" in v.3 - most Greek 
manuscripts actually expand it out, but the meaning is the same.

•"This spirit of the antichrist [is] an attitude, mindset, and complex of ideas; and exists 
in the world today in every heresy and non-Christian religion--perhaps especially in the 
religion of Secular Humanism and its brainchild, Democratic Socialism…” (Gordon 
Clark 126).

•[Review points on the slide; text below is for the final point.]

•Why would John bother with repeating his statement in the negative? If he had simply 
left it at, "every spirit that confesses Jesus... is of God," it wouldn't necessarily rule out 
the logical possibility that some spirits who do not confess Jesus might be of God also. 
This negative conjunction in v.3 narrows the field so there can be no middle ground 
(Clark 124). There are only two camps: One is the "US/YOU" who are "out of God" 
and who are influenced by the "Spirit of truth." In the opposite camp are "THEM" who 
are "of the world" and who are influenced by the "Spirit of error/spirit of antichrist." 



2. The Association Test

4:4 YOU are out of God, little children, 
and you have conquered them, because 
the One in you is greater than the one in 
the world. 5 THEY are out of the 
world; on account of this, they are 
speaking out of the world and the world 
is listening to them. 6 WE are out of 
God; the one who knows God is 
listening to us; the one who is not out of 
God is not listening to us. Out of this we 
know the Spirit of Truth and the spirit 
of error. victory[loss]Result:

greater
[lesser]
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• Here is the second test of the spirits: Their audience: The players in this combat 
are identified by the first words of v.4, v.5, and v.6 ("YOU... THEY... WE"). The 
readers (YOU) are to judge between the two camps represented by two teachers: 
THEM--the antichrist, Gnostic false teachers, and WE--John and his apostolic 
band. The antagonism is stronger in the Greek text than in English through the use 
of emphatic pronouns, so that’s why I capitalized them in my translation.

• The "THEY" is the false prophets that John is combatting. That they "speak as 
from the world" refers, at least in part, back to the test of their confession in v.3: 
"They speak from a worldly point of view... the 'world' [being] the moral 
characteristics of the order, as separated from Christ" (Clark 127/Westcott 144). 

• Their audience, too, is a distinguishing characteristic: Who is drinking in the 
teacher's message? If "the world is listening" to the message of someone, there is 
good reason to question whether that person's message is of God. The very fact 
that an actor or singer or speaker is popular should instill caution in us. On the 
other hand, if true Christians are paying attention to it, then we'd better listen up. 
(This is not, however, a failsafe test, because so many of us Christians 
indiscriminately fill our minds with worldly junk!)

• A corollary to this test is to note whether WE are from God by whether we are 
drinking in the Bible or whether our mental diet consists of worldly media. 
Knowing God results in a knowledge of truth vs. error, and that results in 
discerning whether a teaching is from God or antichrist (Clark 128). John is saying 
that Christians should listen to him, not the antichrists, and today we should read 
the Bible rather than filling our minds with the stuff of the world. 

• Uur knowledge of God and our judgement tells us what is worth listening to!



ConqueredConquered
νενικηκατενενικηκατε

4:4 YOU are out of God, little children, and you have 4:4 YOU are out of God, little children, and you have conqueredconquered them, them, 
because the One in youbecause the One in you is greater than the one in the world. 5 is greater than the one in the world. 5 
THEY are out of the world; on account of this, they are speakingTHEY are out of the world; on account of this, they are speaking
out of the world and the world is listening to them. 6 WE are ouout of the world and the world is listening to them. 6 WE are out of t of 
God; the one who knows God is listening to us; the one who is noGod; the one who knows God is listening to us; the one who is not t 
out of God is not listening to us. Out of this we know the Spiriout of God is not listening to us. Out of this we know the Spirit of t of 
Truth and the spirit of error.Truth and the spirit of error.

““Be humble, bear thy Lord; be thou the beast for Him to sit on.Be humble, bear thy Lord; be thou the beast for Him to sit on.””
~Augustine~Augustine

• The outcome of the combat is already decided: YOU have conquered THEM! 
Another Perfect-tense verb here indicates that the victory was achieved in the 
past and hasn't been challenged since. We have overcome the world, which is 
influenced by the evil one, who has also been overcome (2:13)! The reason we 
overcame the world is because the Spirit which God gave to be in us is greater 
than the Spirit of the world.

• "The [false prophets] have captured the major denominations; they control the 
press, so that we are constantly misrepresented and ridiculed... yet John's 
words are indeed true. We children of God have conquered the false prophets. 
[In the 1900’s] They failed to convince us of Wellhausen's higher criticism. 
The failed to convince us that there was no Hittite nation. They failed to 
convince us that the Pentateuch was written after the Babylonian captivity. We 
still believe in the virgin birth, the atonement, and the resurrection. We have 
conquered them!" (Clark 126) 

• In the 21st Century there are – and will be – new ideological battlefronts, such 
as religious tolerance, same-sex marriage, and who knows what all else, but 
no matter how strong the forces appear to be on the side of error, the Holy 
Spirit is stronger, and God’s truth will always win out in the end.

• Teaches humility: “Why hast thou overcome? “Because greater is He that is in 
you, than he that is in the world.” Be humble, bear thy Lord; be thou the beast 
for Him to sit on. Good is it for thee that He should rule, and He guide. For if 
thou have not Him to sit on thee, thou mayest lift up the neck, mayest strike 
out the heels: but woe to thee without a ruler, for this liberty sendeth thee 
among the wild beasts to be devoured!” ~Augustine



3. The Love Test
3:13 "He who does not love abides in death"
4:7 "everyone that loves is born of God"

Applications from Augustine:
 “[A]ll those who violate charity deny Jesus Christ to have come in the flesh. For Jesus 

had no need to come but because of charity: as indeed the charity we are commending is 
that which the Lord Himself commendeth in the Gospel, ‘Greater love than this can no 
man have, that a man lay down his life for his friends.’ (John 15:13) How was it possible 
for the Son of God to lay down His life for us without putting on flesh in which He 
might die? Whosoever therefore violates charity, let him say what he will with his 
tongue, his life denies that Christ is come in the flesh; and this is an antichrist.”

 This does away with revenge: “[I]f He threatened not, who had power; why do you 
threaten, why are you inflated with anger, who are under power of another?”

In addition to our criteria of the CONFESSION and the AUDIENCE of a spirit/teacher, 
we can also judge them by the presence or non-presence of LOVE. This is not explicitly 
stated here, but it is nevertheless in the context – both before (3:13 "He who does not 
love abides in death") and after (4:7 "everyone that loves is born of God").

•“all those who violate charity deny Jesus Christ to have come in the flesh. For Jesus had 
no need to come but because of charity: as indeed the charity we are commending is that 
which the Lord Himself commendeth in the Gospel, “Greater love than this can no man 
have, that a man lay down his life for his friends.” (John 15:13) How was it possible for 
the Son of God to lay down His life for us without putting on flesh in which He might 
die? Whosoever therefore violates charity, let him say what he will with his tongue, his 
life denies that Christ is come in the flesh; and this is an antichrist..” ~Augustine

Augustine also applied it to how love creates an attitude of forgiveness instead of 
revenge: When somebody does something wrong to you, people who are of the world 
will give you advice like: “Are you going to let her get away with that?” “You ought to 
make him pay for that!” “They that say such things, ‘of the world speak they, and the 
world heareth them.’ None say such things but those that love the world, and by none are 
such things heard but by those who love the world. And ye have heard that to love the 
world and neglect charity is to deny that Jesus came in the flesh. Tell me, if the Lord 
Himself in the flesh did that? if, being buffeted, He willed to be avenged? if, hanging on 
the cross, He did not say, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do”? Well, 
if He threatened not, who had power; why dost thou threaten, why art thou inflated with 
anger, who art under power of another?” ~Augustine
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[Read slide and review Scenarios below:]
Email I got last week: “The Pentagon just went public with a chilling announcement: 

According to recent interceptions America is facing extermination Within the 
next 6 months or less!... America's stealth enemy has already advanced to stage 
2... And it's getting close to give America the final blow. Security Defense 
Council just asked Obama to give them clearance to prevent the attack. Click to 
watch Obama's shocking response P.S. - If they won't protect us, we have to do it 
ourselves. And FAST! Don't take this lightly, the CIA issued red code for more 
than 48 states.

• In addition to the fact that this spammer forgot that Obama is no longer 
President, this fails all three of the tests:

• The Confessional Test: Who is this person looking to for salvation? “we 
have to do it ourselves”! No mention of Christ.

• The Association Test: Who listens to this kind of stuff? People 
preoccupied by fear of man.

• The Love Test: Is it loving to spam me and use fear to manipulate me into 
paying for something?

Another email I got last week: “Have you given Russian dating a try? My name is 
Anastasia, and I’d love to know your name. I was hoping to talk to you. I believe
we have a lot in common. Click here.”

• In addition to the obvious fact that this spammer sent this message to 
thousands of people and had no interest in my name and no idea of what 
we might have in common, 

• it again fails the confessional test by encouraging me to commit adultery 
and violate Jesus’ commandments, 

• it fails the association test because Rev. 21:8 says adulterers will go to 
hell, and that’s not where I want to associate, and so, even though it claims
to be about love, it fails the love test too.
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Or how about this one: Decode your destiny! Free Numerology Reading – just click 
here!

• This fails the Confession test because God commanded us not to consult 
with mediums and spiritists because the source of their information is not 
from God. God already told us in 1 John 3 what out destiny is; we will be 
like Jesus!

Going back to the Independent Network Charismatics that I mentioned at the 
beginning. I don’t know how accurate Christianity Today’s article is, and I’m not 
an expert on INC Christianity, but 

• If they are trying to connect to God through a prophet or an apostle, then they fail 
the confession text because they’re not doing it through Jesus, 

• And, although there can be a lot of loving-feeling community in groups like that, 
people with discernment who were close enough to that movement to see 
problems have chosen not to associate, and, I think, for good reason. 

God commands us to judge the spirits, to use discernment. Generally cult groups 
prey upon people who do not have their senses trained to discern good and evil 
(Heb 5:14), and so they catch a lot of people unawares.

4:1 Loved ones, do not believe in every spirit, but rather, judge the spirits whether 
they are out of God, because many false prophets have come out into the 
world…

4:4 YOU are out of God, little children, and you have conquered them, because the 
One is you is greater than the one in the world.



1Jn 4:1-6 Greek edition & English translation by N.W.

4:6 WE are out of God; the one who knows God is listening to us;
the one who is not out of God is not listening to us. Out of this 
we know the Spirit of Truth and the spirit of error.

1Jn 4:6 ημεις εκ του θεου εσμεν ο γινωσκων τον θεον ακουει ημων
ος ουκ εστιν εκ του θεου ουκ ακουει ημων εκ τουτου
γινωσκομεν το πνευμα της αληθειας και το πνευμα της πλανης

4:5 THEY are out of the world; on account of this, they are speaking 
out of the world and the world is listening to them.

1Jn 4:5 αυτοι εκ του κοσμου εισιν δια τουτο εκ του κοσμου
λαλουσιν και ο κοσμος αυτων ακουει

4:4 YOU are out of God, little children, and you have conquered 
them, because the One is you is greater than the one in the 
world.

1Jn 4:4 υμεις εκ του θεου εστε τεκνια και νενικηκατε αυτους οτι
μειζων εστιν ο εν υμιν η ο εν τω κοσμω

4:3 and every spirit which does not agree with Jesus Christ [having 
come in a physical-body] is not out of God, and this is the 
[spirit] of the antichrist, which you have heard that it is 
coming, and now it is in the world already.

1Jn 4:3 και παν πνευμα ο μη ομολογει τον ιησουν χριστον-

A,B+10/א=kurion [εν σαρκι εληλυθοταא,Maj.,Syr.,T.R.] εκ του θεου ουκ
εστιν και τουτο εστιν το του αντιχριστου ο ακηκοατε οτι
ερχεται και νυν εν τω κοσμω εστιν ηδη

4:2 By this y’all know the Spirit of God: every spirit which agrees 
that Jesus Christ has come in a physical-body is out of God,

1Jn 4:2 εν τουτω γινωσκετε(Maj.,Lat.=3sPassive) το πνευμα του θεου παν
πνευμα ο ομολογει ιησουν χριστον εν σαρκι εληλυθοτα εκ του
θεου εστιν

4:1 Loved ones, do not believe in every spirit, but rather, judge the 
spirits whether they are out of God, because many false 
prophets have come out into the world.

1Jn 4:1 αγαπητοι μη παντι πνευματι πιστευετε αλλα δοκιμαζετε τα
πνευματα ει εκ του θεου εστιν οτι πολλοι ψευδοπροφηται
εξεληλυθασιν εις τον κοσμον


