
Sermon -1 John 5:14-16

How to Pray ConfidentlyHow to Pray Confidently



Pop Quiz!      Who You Gonna Call?

A. Dial 9-1-1
B. Call your lawyer
C. Contact your Representative
D. Pray to God
E. Pray to Mary
F. Pray to your guardian angel
G. Don’t call anyone; handle it yourself.

Scenarios:

1. You fall down and get cut badly. (D + A)

2. Your house catches fire. (D+A)

3. Someone threatens to get you thrown into jail. (D+B)

5. You hear that a law is about to be passed that makes Bible ownership illegal. (D+C)



God listens when His children are before (πρὸς) Him

5:14 And this is the confidence which we have before Him, that if we shall 
request something [for ourselves] according to His will, He is hearing us.

 4th (and last) mention of "confidence/open conversation" with God:
1. Through “abiding” in Him (2:2),
2. Through having a conscience free of the guilt of sin (3:21), 
3. Through loving our brother (4:17),
4. "The consciousness of a divine life brings to the believer perfect boldness 

in prayer, that is, in converse with God." ~Westcott
 Not “anything” (πας) but “something” (τι) "according to His will."

 When we ask... what He commands us [in the Bible, i.e. Lord's Prayer]
 When we ask with submission of our will to God's will
 When we ask in Christ's name 

 If you pray for what you know is God's will, but feel it’s "bouncing off the ceil-
ing," it’s just a trick of your emotions. Believe God’s word, not your feelings!

 Only question is whether you’ll make the ask. (“If” qualifies “ask” not “hear.”)

• Go through points on slide
• If we believe in Jesus, that means we have eternal life, which means God 

pays attention when we approach before (πρὸς) Him, and we get what we 
ask of Him.

• You’ve seen the plaque on the wall that says, “If all else fails call 1-800-
GRANDPA.” But this isn’t the indulgence of a grandpa spoiling his cute 
grandkids. The reason God automatically listens and grants a prayer from 
us is because we have become so united with Him through repenting of sin 
and obeying Him and loving our brothers that what we want is what He 
wants - and what He wants is what we want. We catch a glimpse of that 
kind of unity in an old married couple that can practically read each other’s 
minds because they have lived and worked together for so many years.



You will get what you ask “of” (παρα) God

5:15 And if we know that He is hearing us – whatever we may be requesting 
– we know that we have the items that we had requested of Him.

 Majority of Greek manuscripts picture us standing beside God asking “of” Him

 God loves to provide for our needs! He wants to answer prayer, otherwise He 
wouldn't instruct us to pray! 

 3:22 "Whatever we ask, we receive because we keep His commandments"

 Matt. 6:9 “As for y’all, therefore, pray thus: “Our Father… give us this day…”

 The “if” qualifies “we know” not “He hears” - Ignorance results in uncertainty, 
but God will hear and answer no matter what.

 Ask God before asking anybody else! Pray like He alone can satisfy you!

 Don’t forget to make requests when you have such a golden opportunity!

• The first preposition in v.14 was pros=before God, this next preposition in v.15 is 
para=beside God. Four Greek manuscripts, including the two oldest-known manuscripts 
read apo=from God instead of para=of/beside God, so that’s why the NASB uses the 
preposition “from” in v.15, but I side with the thousands of Greek manuscripts which 
picture us as standing beside God asking something of him, not carrying something away 
“from” Him.  

• God loves to provide for our needs! He wants to answer prayer, otherwise He wouldn't 
instruct us to pray! 

• If Jesus instructs us to pray, "Give us this day our daily bread," then God fully 
intends to provide for our needs each day we pray this! 

• Notice the parallel with 3:22, "Whatever we ask, we receive because we keep His 
commandments..."

• Concerning the "if" at the beginning of this verse, 
• Greek grammarian Robert Hanna wrote that it "seems to have a causal sense" here 

(because God hears us, we know...). 
• B.F.Westcott, another great NT Greek scholar, wrote, "This unusual construct-ion 

appears... to throw the uncertainty upon … the presence of the knowledge, and not 
upon the knowledge itself... 'and should it be that we know.'" 

• The fact is that God is always stooping down to hear and bless us. We may not 
realize it, but it is true nonetheless.. In this case, ignorance results in uncertainty, 
but not in not being heard and answered.

• When we need something, we, as children of God, should first ask our heavenly Father 
rather than first trying to get it in our own strength or asking the government for it or 
praying to guardian angels or saints. We will get what we ask “of Him." Therefore we 
should see only GOD as our source of provision and not put our trust in anybody else, no 
matter how much money or power they seem to have.

• Sometimes we don’t make requests because we don’t think we’ll be heard. (Example of 
me wanting to request “Parting Glass” at the High Kings concert, but I was too far away 
for the singers to hear me.) If you know you’ll be heard, then make more asks! The Bible 
says, “You have not because you ask not!” (James 4:2) So ask already!



Pray “about” (περὶ) life for your brother!

5:16a If someone were to see his brother sinning a sin not unto death, he 
will request [αἰτήσει], and He will give to him life...

 "That boldness of access to God which finds its expression in prayer, finds its 
most-characteristic expression in intercessory prayer... The change of verb 
from aitein to erwtan ...seems to mark the request which is based upon 
fellowship... the prayer of brother for brother... to a common father." ~Westcott 

 Cf. 3:17 “whoever sees his brother in need, yet shuts off his affections toward 
him, how can the love of God remain in him?”

 Not "he should request," but that "he will request." It is a characteristic trait of a 
Christian to care about his brothers and instantly think to pray for them! 

 Other people’s sin IS your business – to pray for forgiveness! In this way we 
share in God’s character trait of forgiveness (1:9, 4:10, 2:2, 2:12, 3:5). 

 "God" is not in this verse anywhere in the Greek text. The NIV and NASV insert 
it to try to make better sense of the ambiguous pronoun “he” who “gives life.”

 Even if we are agents through which it comes, life ultimately comes from God: 
 5:11b “…God gave eternal life to us, and this life is in His Son”
 2:25 “this is the promise which He Himself declared to us: the life eternal”

• In v. 14 we see that when we are “before” the Lord He listens, in v.15 we saw that 
what we ask “of” God He grants, and now we have a third preposition “peri” that tells 
us what we should pray “about/concerning.”

• John is kind enough to even give us an example of a prayer God will answer! "That 
boldness of access to God which finds its expression in prayer, finds its most-
characteristic expression in intercessory prayer... The change of verb from aitein to 
erwtan ...seems to mark the request which is based upon fellowship... the prayer of 
brother for brother... to a common father" (Westcott 190, 192). Not surprisingly, the 
example of how we can pray here is a further application of the principle covered 
earlier of loving our brother. In 3:17, it was, "If you see a brother in need...;" here it is, 
"If you see a brother sinning..." we will pray for him. 

• Notice that the example doesn't say "he should ask," but that "he will ask" (emphasis 
mine). It is a characteristic trait of a Christian to care about his brothers and instantly 
think to pray for them! I've been to many prayer meetings, and so often, all people 
want to pray about is blessing for themselves. Oh Lord, please give us Your life and 
love so that we "will pray" for our brothers! 

• We are so individualistic that we think our sin is our own business and nobody else's, 
but the Bible instructs us here to pray for God to forgive other people, too! It is God's 
nature to forgive, and so it should be natural for us to share in that nature and ask 
forgiveness (1:9, 4:10, 2:2, 2:12, 3:5). 

• The word "God" is not actually in the Greek text of this verse. The NIV and NASV 
insert the word “God” to try to make better sense of the ambiguous pronoun “he” who 
is the giver of life.

• Who is the source of life? God/Jesus is! So, even if we are the agent through which it 
comes, life ultimately comes from God. This has already been made clear in 5:11 and 
2:25; God is the one who promises and delivers eternal life, so our prayers are merely 
entering into partnership with what God is doing.



But NOT for those sinning “unto” (πρὸς) death

5:16 …he will request [αἰτήσει], and He will give to him life – to the ones 
who are sinning not unto death. There is a sin unto death; I'm saying that 
he should ask [ἐρωτήση], [but] not concerning that.

 EXCEPTION: Asking according to God's will (5:14) means not seeking forgive-
ness for sinners committing “sin unto death”
 "Nothing in the epistle supports the view that the death is physical" ~G.Clark
 "The thought is not of specific acts as such, but of acts... which wholly 

separate from Christ." ~BF Westcott
 One who does not love "cannot love God" (4:20) & "abides in death" (3:14).
 One who practices sin is "of the devil" (3:8) and is not “born of God” (5:18).
 "If they [say] they seek Christ... yet maliciously oppose those ways, do not 

pray for them. The Pharisees knew Christ to be their heirto be their heir... [yet said that He] 
cast out devils through Beelzebub... therefore Christ tells themfore Christ tells them their sins 
would never be forgiven them.“ ~J.Cottonn

 The Greek wording puts the “not” with the prepositional phrase prepositional phrase ““concerningconcerning
this" rather than with the verb “I say,” urging us to us to pray despite the exceptionpray despite the exception..

• In v. 16 our 4th preposition circles back to the preposition peri, which we we had in v. 14 
describing believers who are “before” the Lord while He listens, here in verse 16, it is 
describing the opposite kind of person, the kind of person who is “before” or on the way 
“leading to” DEATH (in the hearse on the way to the cemetery). 

• However, even in this, we must pray according to God's will (5:14), and it is God's will 
to pray only for brothers not committing "sin unto death." 

• "Nothing in the epistle supports the view that the death is physical" ~G.Clark
• According to Westcott (192), using the article "a," as in "a sin unto death" is too 

definite. "The thought is not of specific acts as such, but of acts... which wholly 
separate from Christ."

• One who does not love "cannot love God" (4:20) & "abides in death" (3:14).
• One who practices sin is "of the devil" (3:8) and is not “born of God” (5:18).
• "If they [say] they seek Christ... yet maliciously oppose those ways, do not pray 

for them. The Pharisees knew Christ to be their heir... [yet said that He] cast out 
devils through Beelzebub... therefore Christ tells them their sins would never be 
forgiven them.“ ~J.Cotton

• “’A sin not unto death’ is when a person, not having alienated his love from his 
brother, yet through some infirmity of mind may have failed to exhibit the due 
offices of brotherhood…the apostle Paul…[on one hand] says: ‘Alexander the 
coppersmith did me much evil: the Lord reward him according to his works: of 
whom be thou ware also; for he hath greatly withstood our words.’ Then he 
subjoins for whom he prays, saying, ‘At my first answer no man stood with me, 
but all men forsook me: I pray God that it may not be laid to their charge.’ This 
difference of sins it is that distinguishes Judas with his treason from Peter with his 
denial.” ~Augustine (De Sermone Domini in Monte, lib. i. 22, § 73)

• The Greek wording puts the negative with the object "this" rather than with the verb 
“say," thus my translation. It is awkward wording, but it actually encourages us, despite 
this one exception, to normally be begging God to give forgiveness of sin and eternal 
life to other people. We seek the opposite of death for them!



Summary:

1. God listens when His children 

are “before” (πρὸς) Him

2. You will get what you ask “of”

(παρα) God

3. Pray “about” (περὶ) life for your 

brother!

4. But NOT for those sinning 

“unto” (πρὸς) death



Brethren, let us pray!
James 5:16-20 “Therefore, confess your sins to one another, and pray for one 

another so that you may be healed. The effective prayer of a righteous man 
can accomplish much. Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and he prayed 
earnestly that it would not rain, and it did not rain on the earth for three years 
and six months. Then he prayed again, and the sky poured rain and the earth 
produced its fruit. My brethren, if any among you strays from the truth and one 
turns him back, let him know that he who turns a sinner from the error of his 
way will save his soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins.” (NASB)

 Bruce Sidebotham (fellow presbyter of Nate in Colorado)
“On July 3, 1992, four of us climbed Mount Merapi of Sumatra...
On top we prayed... On the way down… the volcano exploded! 

… Since that time, the number of natives finding Christ… has 
been doubling every year...”

 July 2017 report from Arab World Media (after we prayed 
through Ramadan): “in this 30-day period around 50 individuals
gave their life to Christ… we have never seen numbers like these.”

James 5:16-20 (NASB)
Prayer Moves Mountains: Bruce Sidebotham (personal correspondence)
In 1991, among the four million native inhabitants of West Sumatra, only a small handful 
knew God through Jesus Christ. As communism once throttled freedom in Eastern Europe, 
an elaborate system of traditional culture, indigenous religion and social control insured the 
gospel could not be heard, seen or followed.
On July 3, 1992, four of us climbed Mount Merapi of Sumatra. This volcano is the center of 
many regional superstitions and legends. On top we prayed that God would bind evil, 
release his Spirit, and flood the anthill-looking villages far below with knowledge of the 
Glory of the Lord. On the way down, while we were crossing the crater and passing a few 
feet from the central gaping hole, the volcano exploded! It was the biggest eruption since 
1976. A town ten miles away was blanketed with ash half an inch deep. Markets closed. The 
sky turned black so that headlights and street lights were used at midday. In seconds, we 
were marked for life by rocks the color of malleable steel. Since that time, the number of 
natives finding Christ, though still small, has been doubling every year. Tools like the New 
Testament and the Jesus Film are now available in the native language. Jesus said that with 
the faith of a mustard seed we could move mountains, but this was ridiculous! Or was it? In 
a vision, John saw the "prayers of the saints" collected and offered to God on a golden altar. 
The resulting fire was hurled to earth in a golden censer. It caused thunder, rumblings, 
flashes of lightning and an earthquake (Rev. 8:3-5). Paul says our struggle is not against 
flesh and blood but against spiritual forces of evil (Eph. 6:12). Jesus said what we bind or 
loose on earth will be bound or loosed in heaven (Mt. 18:18). Could it be that prayer is a 
causative faith link between a parallel physical and spiritual universe? If faith can move 
mountains, and "is the assurance of things hoped for and the conviction of things not seen" 
(Heb.11:1), then a little true insight combined with bold intercession can change the world.
July 2017 report from Arab World Media: We’re thrilled to share that in this thirty-day 
period around 50 individuals gave their life to Christ during a conversation with one of our 
responders. We hope this encourages you in your prayers. Clearly, God is doing something 
new among Arab Muslims because we have never seen numbers like these..



Brethren, let us pray!
James 5:16-20 “Therefore, confess your sins to one another, and pray for one 

another so that you may be healed. The effective prayer of a righteous man 
can accomplish much. Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and he prayed 
earnestly that it would not rain, and it did not rain on the earth for three years 
and six months. Then he prayed again, and the sky poured rain and the earth 
produced its fruit. My brethren, if any among you strays from the truth and one 
turns him back, let him know that he who turns a sinner from the error of his 
way will save his soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins.” (NASB)

 Bruce Sidebotham (fellow presbyter of Nate in Colorado)
“On July 3, 1992, four of us climbed Mount Merapi of Sumatra...
On top we prayed... On the way down… the volcano exploded! 

… Since that time, the number of natives finding Christ… has 
been doubling every year...”

 July 2017 report from Arab World Media (after we prayed 
through Ramadan): “in this 30-day period around 50 individuals
gave their life to Christ… we have never seen numbers like these.”

 Prayer for unreached: Nate & Mediterranean Gypsies 

Illustration: The Mediterranean Gypsies
I (Nate) would get together with my High school friends in the empty gymnasium before 
school started on Wednesday mornings and we’d pray to do well on our tests and for our 
sick Grandmas and our lost cats, but we also prayed through one of these little cards for a 
people group that had never had a missionary before. I remember that one of these cards 
described a group of gypsies that wandered up and down the Mediterranean coast, so we 
prayed for laborers to be sent out to them.
Well, I got to go on a short-term mission trip to France the year I graduated from High 
School, and at one point during this trip, I was having a pic-nic lunch with some 
missionaries in Aix-en-Provence, near the Southern coast of France. We were eating and 
playing boules on the park lawn when I noticed a bizarre group of people on the other side 
of the park, roasting a rooster on a spit over an open fire. These people were darker-skinned 
than the French people, and they were wearing brightly-colored clothes.
I asked the missionary we were with who these people were, and he replied that it was a 
group of Gypsies that ranged up and down the Mediterranean coast of France and Spain. My 
jaw dropped. I had never imagined that I would ever actually see the very people printed on 
that card that I had been praying for in High School! But there they were. I was almost 
afraid to ask the next question, “Do they have any missionaries?” “Yes,” replied my host, 
“although it was hard to find a missionary willing to live a nomadic lifestyle with these 
Gypsies, just in the last year, a man has decided to join them and travel with in order to 
share the Gospel with them.”
Wow! Can you imagine my excitement? There I was, seeing the answer to my prayers! After 
we had started praying, God had sent out a laborer to these Gypsies who might otherwise 
have lived and died without ever hearing that Jesus saves. It shouldn’t surprise us that the 
Lord of the Harvest loves to answer these kind of prayers!



Brethren, let us pray!
James 5:16-20 “Therefore, confess your sins to one another, and pray for one 

another so that you may be healed. The effective prayer of a righteous man 
can accomplish much. Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and he prayed 
earnestly that it would not rain, and it did not rain on the earth for three years 
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 Prayer for unreached: Nate & Mediterranean Gypsies 
 Persevering prayer leads to conversion of 900 Muslim men. 

Jesus Converts 900 Muslim Men in One Night
In this past year, a group of missionaries met to pray for God to move among Shiite 

Muslims. As they were praying, they were impressed with two things: first, that they were to 
pray specifically that God would give the same dream to many Muslims on the same night; 
and second, that entire families would come to Christ. This prayer was prompted by the 
persecution that converts experience from family members when they come to Christ. They 
began to pray along these lines and invited brothers and sisters from all over the world to 
join them in prayer on Fridays at noon. Saints from China, the US, and many other countries 
joined in the prayer effort. A member of the group of missionaries attended a conference in a
Middle Eastern country. She was approached by a stranger who had heard that she worked 
among Muslims and felt impressed to share with her what had happened in their… ministry.

A man and his family were called by God to plant a church in a Shiite community. One 
evening, three masked men rang his doorbell, and when he answered the door, one of the 
men put a gun to his head and murdered him. A few months later, God called another man to 
move into the same apartment and plant His church. In obedience, the man and his family 
moved into the former church planter’s apartment. Shortly after getting settled, the doorbell 
to his home rang. When he answered the door, he was met by three masked men who threw 
a hood over his head and forced him into the trunk of their car. After a long ride, he was 
removed from the trunk and led up a long flight of stairs into a large room where they 
removed his hood. He was shocked when he found himself in a room with 900 Shiite men 
sitting on the floor with their eyes trained on him. His initial thought was that they were 
going to publicly execute him. Then the three men removed their masks. The leader spoke. 
“Sir, we do not mean to frighten you, but do you remember the man that lived in the home 
before you did? …Well, I’m the one that pulled the trigger. The three of us are the ones that 
murdered him… The night that we killed that man, every single one of us in this room had 
the same dream. We dreamt that the blood of that man was on our hands and that God in His 
mercy would send someone in his place to tell us how to get his blood off our hands. Are 
you that man?”

All of the men in the room responded to the gospel and became Christ-followers!…
(As related by Norm Wakefield www.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DI-AKaDHRUJM)Bretheren, let us pray!



Greek edition and translation by Nate Wilson

5:16 If someone were to see his brother sinning a 
sin not untoleading to death, he will request, and 
[H]e will give to him life--to the ones who are 
sinning not unto death. There is a sin unto 
death; I'm saying that he should askpray,request, 
[but] not concerningfor,about that.

16 ᾿Εάν τις ἴδῃ τὸν αδ̓ελφὸν αὐτοῦ ἁμαρτάνοντα
αμ̔αρτίαν μὴ πρὸς θάνατον, αἰτήσει, καὶ δώσει
αὐτῷ ζωήν, τοῖς αμ̔αρτάνουσι μὴ πρὸς
θάνατον. ἔστιν ἁμαρτία πρὸς θάνατον· οὐ περὶ
ἐκείνης λέγω ἵνα ἐρωτήσῃ.

5:15 And if we know that He is hearing us--
whatever we may be requesting--we know that 
we have the itemspetitions/requests that we had 
requested offrom Him.

15 καὶ ἐὰν οἴδαμεν ὅτι ακ̓ούει ημ̔ῶν ὃ ἐὰν
αἰτώμεθα, οἴδαμεν ὅτι ἔχομεν τὰ αἰτήματα ἃ
ῃτ̓ήκαμεν παρ᾿απ=א,B,33,81,UBS αὐτοῦ.

5:14 And this is the confidence which we have 
before Him, that if we shall requestask

someanything [for ourselves] according to His 
will, He is hearing us.

5:14 καὶ αὕτη ἐστὶν ἡ παρρησία ἣν ἔχομεν πρὸς
αὐτόν, ὅτι ἐάν τι αἰτώμεθα κατὰ τὸ θέλημα
αὐτοῦ, ακ̓ούει ημ̔ῶν.


