


Elders in the Old Testament

Common practice in Egypt (Gen 50:7), Moab (Num. 22:7),
Phoenicia (Ezek 27:9), and Israel (occurs 178x in O.T.).

Made decisions for the people (Ex. 3:16-18 — Passover,
Judges 11 — Recruited Jeptha, 1 Sam 11 — Recruited Saul, 2
Sam 5:3 — Crowned David, 1 Ki 21 — Killed Naboth, 2 Ki 10:1 —
Killed Ahab’s sons, Ezra 5-6 — Rebuilt temple)

Kept the law (Ex. 19:7/Deut 31:9/dosh 24 — Law given to, Num
11:25 — Received H.S., Deut 27:1/32:7 — Teach law,
Ezek 7:26 — Consequence of neglect)

Executed justice 'aceording te.the law (Num 16:25 — Dathan &
Abiram, Deut 19:12 — Execute murderer, Deut 25 — Arbi-trate
family dispute, Ezekiel 9:6 = Judgment begins upon)

Led in seeking forgiveness (Lev 4:15 — Sin offering, Deut 21 —
Murder, 1 Chron 21:16 — Census, Ezra 10 — Marriage)

Led in worship (Ex. 24 — Sinai, Josh 8:33 — Gerazim-Ebal, 1
Chron 15:25 — Jerusalem, Psalm 107:32, Ezek. 8 - False)

Promised to future church Jer. 3:15 — Return... “then | will give
you shepherds after My own heart who will feed you...”



Elders in the New Testament

* Mentioned 62 times
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Four Commands to Elders

Be apt to teach
— Devoted to prayer and ministry of word (Acts 6:4)
— Qualification for eldership in 1 Tim 3:2
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Four Commands to Elders
1. -be apt ta leach
2. Shepherd the flock
— Shepherd yourself: 1Pet. 5:1-3 “examples (TUTT0C)”
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Four Commands to Elders

1. Beapl to teach

2. Jnér)néfrJ ine flock

3. Be alert
Acts 20:28-35 "Be on g_qard (Trpooéxw) for yourselves
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Four Commands to Elders
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Remember%e poor %
Paul’s com g_ission G 10, Fulfilled Acts 11:29-30.
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Comrmands to the congregatior
1. Humbly submit to your elders:

rl2o, -132:717 “Obey your leaders and submlt to them, for they
keep watch over (ayputtvéw) your souls..

| Patapsi9 “...be subject to your elders ... clothe yourselves
with humility toward one another, for God is opposed to the
proud, but gives grace to the humble.”

2. Honor and provide for your elders:

| Rl 9=~ Theelders who rule well are to be con-sidered
worthy of double honor, especially those who work hard at
preaching and teaching... Don’'t muzzle the ox while he is
threshing,” and "The laborer is worthy of his wages."

3. Hold your elders accountable:

| T 92119-22Do not receive an‘accusation against an elder
except on the basis of two or three witnesses. Those who
continue In sin, rebuke in the presence of all... Do not lay
hands upon anyene too hastily and thus share in the sins...
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