




Joy or rejoice 16 times

Not a lot of doctrinal issues to adrdress

plēroō

play-ro'-o

From G4134; to make replete, that is, (literally) to cram (a net), level up (a hollow), or 

(figuratively) to furnish (or imbue, diffuse, influence), satisfy, execute (an office), finish (a 

period or task), verify (or coincide with a prediction), etc.: - accomplish, X after, (be) 

complete, end, expire, fill (up), fulfil, (be, make) full (come), fully preach, perfect, supply.

1) to make full, to fill up, i.e. to fill to the full

1a) to cause to abound, to furnish or supply liberally

1a1) I abound, I am liberally supplied

2) to render full, i.e. to complete

2a) to fill to the top: so that nothing shall be wanting to full measure, fill to the brim
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RWP If (ei). Paul uses four conditions in this verse, all of the first class, assuming the 

condition to be true. 

Do we have any encouragement from Christ – by his example, sufferings, faithfulness

Do we have on comfort from his love – he will never leave or forsake, nothing can snatch 

us out of his hands

Do we have any participation or fellowship with the Spirit who awakens us, guides us bears 

fruit in our lives, inteceds for us

Koinonia implies intimacy (Thayer)

Thayer splagchnon

Thayer Definition:

1) bowels, intestines, (the heart, lungs, liver, etc.)

1a) bowels

1b) the bowels were regarded as the seat of the more violent passions, such as anger and 

love; but by the Hebrews as the seat of the tenderer affections, especially kindness, 

benevolence, compassion; hence our heart (tender mercies, affections, etc.)
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phroneō

fron-eh'-o

2c) to be of the same mind, i.e. agreed together, cherish the same views, be harmonious

Same love for Christ and one another

sumpsuchos

soom'-psoo-khos

From G4862 and G5590; co-spirited, that is, similar in sentiment: - like-minded.

RWP Being of one accord (sunpsuchoi). Late word here for the first time, from sun and 

psuchē, harmonious in soul, souls that beat together, in tune with Christ and with each 

other. 

Of one mind (to hen phronountes). “Thinking the one thing.” Like clocks that strike at the 

same moment. Perfect intellectual telepathy. Identity of ideas and harmony of feelings.
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JM

Let me see if I can illustrate that.  If you have a bag filled with marbles you have a certain 

unity.  You have one bag full of marbles and all those marbles are pushed against each 

other, packed together. But that which binds them into unity is the container.  It's 

something on the outside that holds them. As soon as you tear the bag, the marbles are 

everywhere because there's nothing intrinsic or internal to keep them together.  It's purely 

the package they're in, the container. 

But on the other hand, if you have a magnet and you put that magnet into some metal 

shavings, the shavings will all adhere to the magnet.  Not because there is an external 

container but because there's an internal force.  And they are pulled to each other because 

they are all pulled by the same force pulling through each other.  And that's how the 

church is to be, it is not a collection of marbles in the same bag, it is people who are 

pressed against each other because they're all magnetized by the same force, which is the 

power of Jesus Christ.  That's the internal unity of the church. We are pulled

to each other because we are pulled through each other by the power that pulls, which is 

Christ. 
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Strife  (Thayer) eritheia

Thayer Definition:

1) electioneering or intriguing for office

1a) apparently, in the NT a courting distinction, a desire to put one’s self forward, a 

partisan and fractious spirit which does not disdain low arts

Vain glory (Strong)

kenodoxia

ken-od-ox-ee'-ah

From G2755; empty glorying, that is, self conceit: - vain-glory.

Deeds of the flesh Gal 5

James 3:14-16English Standard Version (ESV)
14 But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not boast and be 

false to the truth. 15 This is not the wisdom that comes down from above, but is earthly, 

unspiritual, demonic. 16 For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there will be disorder 

and every vile practice.

NAW Pride competitive, humility unifying

MH “There is no greater enemy to Christian love than pride and passion. If we do things in 

contradiction to our brethren, this is doing them through strife; if we do them through 

ostentation of ourselves, this is doing them through vain-glory: both are destructive of 

Christian love and kindle unchristian heats. Christ came to slay all enmities; therefore let 

there not be among Christians a spirit of opposition. Christ came to humble us, and 

therefore let there not be among us a spirit of pride” 33
















