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Introduction

I started my previous sermon with a riddle: What do Broken Bonds, Burnt Boots, and a Born Baby have in common?

ANSWER: They are the means by which God gives Hope, Greatness, and Happiness in Isaiah 9!

Last week, we looked at the three great things are prophecied in vs. 1-3
:
1) a great light in Galilee, 

2) a great increase of the people of God, and 

3) a great happiness in the presence of God. 

Now it’s time to look at the three great causes of these three great things. Each of the three causes are introduced with the Hebrew word כּי, which means “because” – and most English versions carry it through by beginning verses 4, 5, and 6 with the word “for” (except for the NIV which dropped it out of v.5 entirely). 

1) Because the yoke and staff of oppression has fallen apart and been abandoned (v.4.)

2) Because army boots and bloodied clothes will be burned once the war is over (v.5.)

3) Because of the birth of a child, given as a gift to shoulder the burden of government and to reign as king in peace for the rest of eternity. (vs. 6-7.)

So let’s look at these three causes, one-by-one:

REASON #1: BROKEN BONDS:
v4. For the yoke of his burden and the staff of his shoulder and the rod of the one oppressing him You have dissolved, as in the day of Midian. 

Three kinds of bonds are pictured here as being broken:
a) The yoke of [the nation’s] burden –
1) An ‘ul yoke is something that holds two beasts of burden together so that they can both apply their strength to pulling the same load. A yoke is something that adds you to a slave force. 
2) Generally when the Bible speaks of a yoke being on a nation, He’s speaking of them being coerced by another nation to serve them, such as Jews to the Moabites (Gen 27:40), the Egyptians to the Jews (Lev. 26:13), the Babylonians to the Jews (Deut 28:48 – and to other nations Jer. 27:8ff), or in the Hebrew New Testament, the ‘ul-yoke describes slavery to a slave-owner (1 Tim. 6:1) or even religious control by a cult leader (Acts 15:10).
3) The only three places this “burdensome yoke” (על סבל) appear in the whole Hebrew Bible is here and two other places in Isaiah (10:27, 14:25) where it speaks of God overthrowing a foreign army that was oppressing His people. In Isaiah’s day, Syria and Assyria posed just such a threat, and God accurately prophecied to Isaiah that both of those nations would be overthrown and would cease to coerce Israel. 
4) Yet the Hebrew translation of the Gospel of Matthew 11:29-30 also uses this same word ‘ul to describe being under Jesus’ authority “Take my yoke (על) upon you… for my yoke is easy.” Only God has no yoke – no restraint of authority over him; only God is totally free to serve Himself. We are by nature slaves, and we must either be slaves to Satan and his people, or we must be slaves to Jesus. It’s one or the other. Who is your master?
5) Jesus’ “burden
 is light” – and that is, as Isaiah explains throughout his book, because Jesus carries us and our burdens! 

i) Isa. 46:4 “Even until old age... I myself will carry you. It is I who made you, and it is I who lift you up, and it is I who will carry (סבל), and I will deliver.” (NAW)
ii) Isa. 53:11 “By His knowledge, my righteous Servant will make righteous the many And their iniquities He Himself will bear (סבל).” (NAW)

b) The second kind of bond pictured is “the staff of [the nation’s] shoulder”

1) Ever seen somebody carrying two buckets by attaching one bucket to each end of a staff and lifting the staff across their shoulders? That’s the picture I get from this phrase: a staff connects you to heavy weight pushing down on your shoulders - hard work that you have to do on your own.

2) In Old Testament Hebrew, the shoulder is the part of your body that you use to carry burdens such as water pots (Gen 21:14, 24:15, 24:45) and food (Ex. 12:34), lumber (Judges 9:48) and rocks (Joshua 4:5)
.
3) To bust this staff means not having to carry the load anymore. It is, in many ways, parallel to the breaking of the bondage of slavery pictured in the first phrase about the yoke, and thus is likewise fulfilled in Jesus, Who took upon Himself the burden of our sin to transfer us out from under its bondage into the happy bonds of a covenant relationship with Him instead.

c) The third kind of bond pictured is “the Rod of [the nation’s] oppressor”
1) I think of this rod like a club which a bully uses to beat up poor, helpless people. 
2) The Hebrew word for “oppressor” (נגשׂ) is what was used throughout the book of Exodus to describe the slave drivers that oppressed the Hebrews when they were slaves in Egypt. (Ex. 3:7, 5:6, 5:10, 5:13-14.)

3) Later on at the beginning of chapter 14, Isaiah prophecies that the Babylonians will oppress the Jews (as indeed they did after Isaiah died), and that God would deliver the Jews from the political oppression of Babylon (as indeed happened 70 years after the exile).
4) But oppression goes deeper than political oppression, it reaches its tentacles deep into each one of us through sins that seek to control us and then destroy us. We all live under the oppression of a body that is dying because of sin. 
5) Breaking the rod of that oppressor is the ultimate salvation for mankind, and Isaiah explained how Jesus would do it. In chapter 53 he wrote that by experiencing the oppression of sin and the punishment of God’s justice against sin, He would save us from that ultimate oppression: “So He was being pierced from our rebellion - beaten from our iniquity. Chastisement for our peace was upon Him, and by His stripes there is healing for us. All we like the flock have strayed, each has faced toward his own way. But Jehovah interposed in Him the iniquity of us all… He was torn away from the land of the living, due to the rebellion of my people, the stroke went towards Him. And His beating pleased Jehovah. He caused grief if His soul would place itself for a sin-offering… And in His hand, what Jehovah pleases will make progress.” (Isa. 53:5-10, NAW) What pleases the Lord is to save sinners and bring them into the kingdom of the Son He loves!
d) This yoke, this rod, this staff, God has “dissolved/broken/shattered” as in the day of Midian. 

1) a miraculous reversal like when Gideon defeated Midian in the book of Judges.
i) Judges 6:3-4 NKJV “So it was, whenever Israel had sown, Midianites would come up; also Amalekites and the people of the East would come up against them. Then they would encamp against them and destroy the produce of the earth as far as Gaza, and leave no sustenance for Israel, neither sheep nor ox nor donkey.”
ii) The reason for the oppression of Midian was that Israel had rebelled against God and worshipped other gods (6:10 "I am the LORD your God; do not fear the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you dwell." But you have not obeyed My voice.)
iii) Gideon’s first step was to build an altar to God and destroy the local idol, addressing the spiritual faith issue, which was the root of the oppression (6:24-26).
iv) Then Gideon sent away every soldier whose fear was not in God, keeping only 300 who believed God would deliver. This created impossible odds of military success (Judges 7).
v) Then God created a rout of the Midianite army and gave Israel 40 years of peace.
2) The Hebrew verb in Isaiah 9:4 ha-khit-to-tah, is a kind-of specialized word that means more than merely “broken;” it includes “dropped to the ground,” “totally come apart,” and the oppressors will be “afraid” to ever use it again.
3) It’s perfect/past tense here in Hebrew, although prophets like Isaiah often saw things that hadn’t happened yet (they call that a prophetic perfect) and I think that’s the case here. (That’s why the NASB translated it in the future tense.) 
i) The deliverance from Rezin, King of Syria, 
ii) as well as the later deliverance from Rabshakeh and the Assyrian army, 
iii) and the later deliverance from captivity in Babylon, 
iv) and our deliverance from sin by Jesus’ death on the cross, 
v) as well as so many other acts of God’s deliverance for His people contained in this prophecy - were still in the future.
4) But when the Son sets you free, you are free indeed (John 8:36). You can’t be forced to be a slave to Satan any more. 
i) Jesus stepped in to shoulder the burden and take it off of your shoulder, offering instead a yoke that is “easy” and a burden that is “light” – doing the work of God and being connected to His free people, free from the bondage of having no choice but to sin. 
ii) No longer beaten black and blue by the consequences of sins that you kept doing over and over again because you couldn’t get out from under their control. 
iii) No longer beat up whenever Satan and his demons wanted to make sport of you. You now have a champion who has beaten the Devil – kicked in his head, and the enemy of our souls is afraid to get too close to you now because to get near you means getting too close for comfort to Jesus. 
iv) “This little Babe, so few days old, has come to rifle Satan’s fold! … All hell doth at His presence quake, though He himself for cold do shake… Within His crib is surest ward, this little Babe will be thy guard; If thou will foil thy foes with joy, then flit not from this heavenly boy!” ~Robert Southwell

e) Freedom from oppression brings the light of hope, an increase in population, and greater joy, but mere liberty without a context to give light, hope, and joy is not sufficient to get the kind of results Isaiah is prophecying. Libertarianism is only one step from anarchy that plunges cultures right back into darkness, death, and despair. There must me more to it. We must have all 3 of Isaiah’s reasons, so let’s move on to the second...
REASON #2: BURNT BOOTS=NO MORE WAR
v5. For every boot that is muddied in the rushing and the garments that are rolled in blood will be for burning - fuel for fire.

a) Boots – (Hold up my Swiss Army boots given to me by Col. Bidwell.) muddied in the “rush/tumult” of war were part of a soldier’s gear. (They’re even referenced in the NT in Ephesians 6: “feet shod with the gospel of the preparation of peace.”)
b) Then there’s the rest of the soldier’s clothes. A soldier that’s been fighting may have his own blood or somebody else’s spattered on his garments, but the word “rolled” makes it seem like he purposefully rolled his clothes around in blood perhaps in order to look more fearsome to people they were conquering.
c) Whatever the case, these practical - and perhaps even propagandistic - war accoutrements will be of no more use but for fuel. The burning of enemy battle-gear was a traditional symbol of peace
.
1) We see it in the lines of the ancient poet Virgil: “Then when I made the foremost foes retire And set whole heaps of conquered shields on fire.”

2) And we see it elsewhere in the Bible too: Psalm 46:9 “He maketh wars to cease, even to the end of the land: He breaketh the bow, and cutteth the spear in sunder; And burneth the chariots in the fire.”

3) Ezekiel 39:9-10 “And the inhabitants of the cities of Israel shall go forth. And shall set on fire the armor, and the shield, And the buckler, and the bow, and the arrows, And the clubs and the lances…For of the armor shall they make their fires; And they shall spoil their spoilers…”
4) It’s a symbolic action that says the war is over, but it’s even more than that.
d) Muddy boots and blood-soaked clothes are gross and dirty. The opposite of these things is cleanness and peace to which all the law and the Judges and the prophets pointed as being ushered in by Christ. 

1) Prophets like Micah who wrote, “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah,…out of you shall come forth to Me The One to be Ruler in Israel… He shall be great To the ends of the earth; And this One shall be peace...” (Micah 5:2-5, NKJV)
2) Then there’s the angels who told the shepherds in Luke 2:11-14“For there is born to you this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord… Glory to God in the highest, And on earth peace, goodwill toward men!” (NKJV)
3) And Jesus Himself said in John 14:27, “Peace I leave with you, My peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.” (NKJV)
e) Freedom from war brings the light of hope and an increase in population (it certainly did in the baby boom following the two world wars of the previous century!), and it brings greater joy, but again, mere absence of armed conflict without a context to give light, hope, and joy is not sufficient to get the kind of results Isaiah is prophecying. 
1) All the gun control and one-world-government on earth won’t stop human beings from plunging right back into darkness, death, and despair. 
2) After 150 years without a war on our continent, death and the color black are celebrated more than ever, and Americans are unhappier than ever. “The World Happiness Report (yes there is such a thing) reports that on a scale of 1 to 10 (with 10 being very happy and 1 being very unhappy) Americans are just not very happy. In 1950, Americans rated 7.5, but today the rating is 5.5. With all the advances in technology, medical science, economics, and civil rights we are far less happy now than we were in 1950.” ~Darryl Castle
 And I think that if you could have taken measurements for a hundred years before that, you would see that Americans have been even happier – in other words, the solution is not just to roll our culture back to the way it was in the 1950’s.
f) There must me more to it. We must have all three of Isaiah’s reasons.

g) Now, we think of the first two reasons as powerful, and they go together in our minds: rods and staffs, boots and battle-gear, so Isaiah’s third reason is startlingly incongruous: a child! Bonds, Boots, and a… Baby? How can a child bring light, life, and happiness to an entire nation?
REASON #3: A BORN BABY
v.6. For a child is born for us
; a son is given for us, and the government is on His shoulder. And His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7. Of His empire’s increase and of peace there will be no end - on David’s throne and over his kingdom - to cause it to be established and to uphold it in justice and righteousness, from now until eternity.  Jehovah of Hosts’ zeal will do this.

Keil & Delitzsch, probably my favorite O.T. commentators, in their classic commentary on Isaiah thoroughly refute the Jewish attempts to divorce these divine names from the Messiah and conclude: “There is not one of these names under which worship and homage have not been paid to Him [speaking of Jesus]. But we never find them crowded together anywhere else, as we do here in Isaiah; and in this respect also our prophet proves himself the greatest of the Old Testament evangelists.

“The first name is… פִּלֶא, which is not to be taken in connection with the next word, יוֹעֵץ, ... there is nothing at all to prevent our taking [“wonderful”] and [“counsellor”] as two separate names (not even the accentuation...)
. Just as the angel of Jehovah, when asked by Manoah what was his name (Judges 13:18), replied פֶּלִי... and indicated thereby his div​ine nature - a nature incomprehensible to mortal men; so here the God-given ruler is also pele', a phenomenon lying altogether beyond human conception or natural occur​rence. Not only is this or that wonderful in Him; but He Himself is throughout a wonder... 
“The second name is yō‛ētz, Counsellor, because, by virtue of the spirit of counsel which He possesses (Isa. 11:2), He can always discern and give counsel for the good of His nation. There is no need for Him to surround Himself with counsellors; but without receiving counsel at all, He counsels those that are without counsel, and is thus the end of all want of counsel to His nation as a whole. 
“The third name, El gibbor, attributes divinity to Him... Isa. 10:21 [is] where He, to whom the remnant of Israel will turn with penitence, is called El gibbor (the mighty God). There is no reason why we should take El in this name of the Messiah in any other sense than in Immanu-El [GOD with us]; not to mention the fact that El in Isaiah is always a name of God, and that the prophet was ever strongly conscious of the antithesis between [the divine and the human], as Isa. 31:3... clearly shows. And finally, El gibbor was a tradi​tional name of God, which occurs as early as Deut. 10:17... The Messiah, then, is here designated “mighty God.” Undoubtedly this appears to go beyond the limits of the Old Testament horizon; but what if it should go beyond them? It stands written once for all... the mystery of the incarnation of God is unquestionably indicated in such statements as these. But if we look at the consciousness of the prophet himself, nothing further was involved than this, that the Messiah would be the image of God as no other man ever had been... Who else would lead Israel to victory over the hostile world, than God the mighty?... 
“The fourth name springs out of the third: אֲבִי־עַד... The title ‘Eternal Father’ designates Him, however, not only as the possessor of eternity... but as the tender, faithful, and wise trainer, guardian, and provider for His people even in eternity (Isa. 22:21). He is eternal Father, as the eternal, loving King, according to the description in Psalm 72. 
“Now, if He is mighty God, and uses His divine might in eternity for the good of His people, He is also, as the fifth name affirms, sar-shâlom, a Prince who removes all peace-disturbing powers, and secures peace among the nations (Zech. 9:10) - who is, as it were, the embodiment of peace come down into the world of nations (Micah 5:4). To exalt the government of David into an eternal rule of peace, is the end for which He is born; and moreover He proves Himself to be what He is not only called, but actually is.” [our peace]
The fulfillment of this prophecy

Jewish and liberal Christian scholars believe that this prophecy spoke of Ahaz’s son, Hezekiah. 
· “A son is born” could refer to the time at which Isaiah delivered the prophecy when Hezekiah was born
· Hezekiah upheld righteousness and brought revival of faith in God

· Hezekiah’s name (Strength of Yah) means something similar to “Mighty God”

· Assyrian threat was rolled back in a miraculous deliverance

· Israel enjoyed a time of peace
· As is typical of Isaiah’s prophecies, there is a partial fulfillment in the immediate future with Hezekiah, but there are clearly further fulfillments on the horizon
Jesus fulfills this prophecy to far greater extent
· v.1 Coming to Galilee/Zebulun/Naphtali (Matt 4:5)

· v.2 Personifying light “I am the light of the world” Mal 4:2; John 1:9, 8:12; Luke 1:78

· v.3 Increase of God’s people through the grafting in of the Gentiles – Isa 54, Gal
· v3. Rejoicing in God’s presence – Immanuel, God with us

· v.4 miraculous eradication of oppression

· sin/Satan Col. 2:15 “triumphing”
· all other enemies and finally death 1 Cor. 15:24-27
· v.6 the birth of the son of God is a truly remarkable sign

· Son of David

· v.6 “a child is born” - humanity
· Joseph’s Genealogy in Matthew 1 and Mary’s genealogy in Luke 3 trace Jesus’ human lineage to David

· Fulfillment of Davidic covenant (2 Sam. 7:12ff and Ps.89:4)
· Luke 1:32-33 He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Most High: and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father David: and he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end.

· Son of God – second phrase, “a son is given”
· Isa. 7:14 “virgin shall conceive and bear a son”

· John 3:16 ‘sent his only-begotten Son” 

· Heb. 1:1-2 “now spoken through a Son”

· v.6 Shoulders the burden of government, taking it off our shoulder (v.4) and giving us a light yoke (Matt. 11:28 “Come unto me all who are heavy laden and I will give you rest, for my yoke is easy and my burden light.”)

· v.6 Is God! 
· The word for “Wonderful” is never used of men, only of God in the Bible

· Named “the Mighty God” 
· “the Everlasting Father” - Equivocation of Jesus with Jehovah.

· cf. Isa 7:14 “Immanuel – God with us” here the Son of God is “for us”
· v.6 “Father forever” – better than our earthly fathers because doesn’t die after a few decades; he will always be there to provide for us and nurture and guide and protect us.
· v.6 “Prince of Peace”

· head over all peacemakers

· deals with the root cause of war – sin (Romans 5:1-2  Being therefore justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ; through whom also we have had our access by faith into this grace wherein we stand; and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God.” Also James 4)
· creates state of harmony with God, blessing, perfection – Eph. 2:14 “He is our peace”

· v.7 Jesus is the ultimate upholder of justice and righteousness because He never sinned.
· v.7 never-ending increase of rule and peace

· cf. Daniel’s vision of the stone (Dan. 2:31-45)and of the Son of Man being given dominion (Dan. 7:13-14)

· Hezekiah had a successor, but Jesus is the final authority and there will not be someone after Him!
CONCLUSION

So, where are you going to get your happiness this New Year? No amount of success, productivity, social relationships, experiences, or material wealth will make you happy. Only the Baby born in Bethlehem will. Jesus alone can bring true peace that will end all wars, and Jesus alone can bring true freedom by dissolving all oppressive bondages, leaving only the bond of His love. 
PRAYER POINTS:

· Help President Trump despite all the lawsuits and threats and pressures to focus on what is good for our country and not be afraid.

· Surround him and our other executives with wise counselors.

· Pray for the judges in America’s courts as they review many of the actions of the Trump Administration.
· Dalton
· Linvilles, Amos & Magali, others travelling
· Simpsons moving
� The English verses are all shifted up one from the Hebrew (i.e. Hebrew 8:23 = English 9:1, and Hebrew 9:1=English 9:2), but I will use the English verse references since this sermon is for an English-speaking audience.


� סבל is never used of a burden placed by God upon His people, not even in this NT passage.


� It is “neck” in the Septuagint, which would indicate a synonymous parallel to the previous phrase, so maybe we should not look for too many differences in meaning between these two phrases.


� It is also used figuratively in Isaiah for carrying the weight of leadership responsibility when the key to the house of David is laid on Shebna’s shoulder (Isa 22:22) and prophecied to be taken upon Christ’s shoulder.


� I’m indebted to Adam Clarke’s commentary on this verse and have quoted from it on this point.


� http://www.castlereport.us/happiness/#more-3322


� Neither the Hebrew nor the Greek nor the Latin text provides a reason to emphasize “unto us” as it is in the KJV and the Geneva Bible before that. I suspect the forward placement of “unto us” was merely for metrical or poetic effect.


� The older English tradition (including Wycliffe, Geneva, KJV, and NKJV) agree, but E.J. Young preferred to combine the first two words on the basis of having the symmetry of four, two-word names, and with the latter the NASB, NIV, NET, and ESV agreed.
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