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What Am I?

““There is one vice of which no man in the world is free; which every There is one vice of which no man in the world is free; which every 
one in the world loathes when he sees it in someone else; and of one in the world loathes when he sees it in someone else; and of 
which hardly any people, except Chris ans, ever imagine that they which hardly any people, except Chris ans, ever imagine that they 
are guilty themselves... And at the same me I have very seldom met are guilty themselves... And at the same me I have very seldom met 
anyone, who was not a Chris an, who showed the slightest mercy to anyone, who was not a Chris an, who showed the slightest mercy to 
it in others. There is no fault which makes a man more unpopular, it in others. There is no fault which makes a man more unpopular, 
and no fault which we are more unconscious of in ourselves. And the and no fault which we are more unconscious of in ourselves. And the 
more we have it ourselves, the more we dislike it in others.” more we have it ourselves, the more we dislike it in others.” 
~ C. S. Lewis, ~ C. S. Lewis, Mere Chris anityMere Chris anity, p.108ff., p.108ff.
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The World Says Pride is a Good thing
OxfordDic onaries.com (And 

Longman Dic onary of 
Contemporary English) have 
moved what was historically a 
secondary meaning to the #1 
meaning.
#1 images that appear in a search for “pride” 
in Microsoft Clip Art and Google:









Observations on Pride: C.S. Lewis

 ““Pride is essen ally Pride is essen ally compe vecompe ve... Pride gets no pleasure out of having ... Pride gets no pleasure out of having 
something, only out of having more of it than the next man...”something, only out of having more of it than the next man...”

 The incomparable nature of the God of the Bible is a huge threat to pride. “As The incomparable nature of the God of the Bible is a huge threat to pride. “As 
long as you are proud you cannot know God.”long as you are proud you cannot know God.”

 ““Pride always means Pride always means enmityenmity – it  – it isis enmity.” It will keep you in con nual conflict  enmity.” It will keep you in con nual conflict 
with other people and with God.with other people and with God.

 ““The devil... Is perfectly content to see you becoming  chaste and brave The devil... Is perfectly content to see you becoming  chaste and brave 
and self-controlled provided, all the me, he is se ng up on you the and self-controlled provided, all the me, he is se ng up on you the 
Dictatorship of Pride... [which] eats up the very possibility ofDictatorship of Pride... [which] eats up the very possibility of
 love, or contentment, or even common sense...” love, or contentment, or even common sense...”

 Thus pride and religiosity are close partners, but not pride Thus pride and religiosity are close partners, but not pride 
and true Chris anity.and true Chris anity.



Observations on Pride: Stuart Scott

Pride is Pride is 
essen allyessen ally self-self-
centeredness.centeredness.







  
  



How to Fight Pride      (James 3-4)

BELIEVE: BELIEVE: 
  “ “The wisdom that comes from above is ... without hypocrisy ...”The wisdom that comes from above is ... without hypocrisy ...”
  “ “You do not have because you do not ask...”You do not have because you do not ask...”
  “ “Submit to God... Draw near to God...”Submit to God... Draw near to God...”
  “ “Purify your hearts you double-minded...”Purify your hearts you double-minded...”

UNIFY:UNIFY:  
  “ “Wisdom from above is pure, peaceable, gentle, yielding, full of mercy...” Wisdom from above is pure, peaceable, gentle, yielding, full of mercy...” 
  “ “The Spirit dwelling in us yearns jealously. “The Spirit dwelling in us yearns jealously. “
  “ “Submit to God; resist the devil...“Submit to God; resist the devil...“
  “ “Do not speak evil of one another...”Do not speak evil of one another...”

REPENT:REPENT:  
  “ “Cleanse your hands you sinners...”Cleanse your hands you sinners...”
  “ “Mourn and weep – laughter to mourning...”Mourn and weep – laughter to mourning...”
  “ “Submit to God... Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord...”Submit to God... Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord...”
  “ “If the Lord wills...”If the Lord wills...”


